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STATE OF NEW YORK

5712
2013- 2014 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N SENATE
June 6, 2013

Introduced by Sen. ROBACH -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Conmttee on H gher Educati on

AN ACT to anend the education law, in relation to the Iicensing of sign
| anguage interpreters and creating a state board for sign | anguage
interpreting

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The education |law is amended by adding a new article 167 to
read as foll ows:
ARTI CLE 167
SI GN LANGUACGE | NTERPRETERS
SECTI ON 8800. | NTRODUCTI ON.
8801. DEFI NI Tl ONS.
8802. PRACTI CE OF SI GN LANGUAGE | NTERPRETI NG
8803. STATE BOARD FOR SI GN LANGUAGE | NTERPRETI NG.
8804. LI CENSI NG REQUI REMENTS.
8805. EXEMPT PERSONS.

S 8800. |INTRODUCTION. THI' S ARTI CLE APPLI ES TO THE PROFESSI ON OF SI GN
LANGUAGE | NTERPRETER THE GENERAL PROVISIONS FOR ALL PROFESSI ONS
CONTAINED IN ARTICLE ONE HUNDRED THIRTY OF THIS TITLE APPLY TO THI S
ARTI CLE.

S 8801. DEFINITIONS. AS USED IN TH' S ARTI CLE:

(1) "CLIENT" MEANS A DEAF OR HARD OF HEARI NG PERSON FOR WWHOM AN | NTER-
PRETER PROVI DES SI GN LANGUAGE | NTERPRETATI ON SERVI CES.

(2) "BOARD' MEANS THE BOARD FOR SI GN LANGUAGE | NTERPRETI NG

S 8802. PRACTICE OF SIGN LANGUAGE | NTERPRETING (1) ONLY A PERSON
LI CENSED OR OTHERW SE AUTHORI ZED UNDER THI S ARTI CLE SHALL PRACTI CE SI GN
LANGUAGE | NTERPRETI NG OR USE THE TI TLE OF SI GN LANGUAGE | NTERPRETER.

(2) NO PERSON MAY, FOR COVPENSATI ON, PROVI DE SI GN LANGUAGE | NTERPRETA-
TI ON SERVI CES FOR A CLI ENT UNLESS THE PERSON | S LI CENSED BY THE DEPART-
VENT.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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S 8803. STATE BOARD FOR SI GN LANGUAGE | NTERPRETI NG. (1) A STATE BOARD
FOR SI GN LANGUAGE | NTERPRETI NG SHALL BE APPO NTED BY THE BOARD OF
REGENTS ON RECOMMVENDATI ON OF THE COWM SSI ONER FOR THE PURPOSE OF ASSI ST-
ING THE BOARD OF REGENTS AND THE DEPARTMENT ON MATTERS OF PROFESSI ONAL
LI CENSI NG AND PROFESSI ONAL CONDUCT | N ACCORDANCE W TH SECTI ON SI XTY- FI VE
HUNDRED EIGHT OF TH'S TITLE. THE BOARD SHALL CONSI ST OF NOT' LESS THAN
SEVEN MEMBERS WHO SHALL SERVE THREE YEAR TERMS, ONE OF WHOM SHALL BE THE
EXECUTI VE DI RECTOR OF THE OFFI CE OF PROFESSIONS OR A DESIGNEE OF THE
COMWM SSI ONER  AND THE FOLLOW NG SEVEN MEMBERS WHO SHALL BE NOM NATED BY
THE GOVERNOR AND APPO NTED W TH THE ADVI CE AND CONSENT OF THE TEMPORARY
PRESI DENT OF THE SENATE AND THE SPEAKER OF THE ASSEMBLY:

(A) THREE DEAF OR HARD OF HEARI NG | NDI VI DUALS WHO ARE CURRENTLY OR
HAVE PREVI OQUSLY BEEN CLI ENTS OF A SI GN LANGUAGE | NTERPRETER, AT LEAST
ONE OF VWHOM |S A GRADUATE OF A RESI DENTI AL SCHOOL FOR THE DEAF AND AT
LEAST ONE OF WHOM | S A GRADUATE OF A PRI VATE OR PUBLIC SCHOOL THAT IS
NOT A RESI DENTI AL SCHOOL FOR THE DEAF;

(B) TWD SIGN LANGUAGE | NTERPRETERS WHO HAVE BEEN LI CENSED UNDER
SECTI ON El GHTY- El GHT HUNDRED FOUR OF THI S ARTI CLE, AT LEAST ONE OF VHOM
HOLDS A PROFESSI ONAL LI CENSE; AND

(© ONE IND VIDUAL WHO I S A MEMBER OF THE EMPI RE STATE ASSOCI ATI ON FOR
THE DEAF.

(2) THE BOARD SHALL MAKE RECOMVENDATI ONS TO THE DEPARTMENT REGARDI NG
THE PROMULGATI ON OF RULES ESTABLI SHI NG A CCDE OF ETHI CS THAT GOVERNS THE
PROFESSI ONAL CONDUCT OF SI GN LANGUAGE | NTERPRETERS LI CENSED UNDER THI' S
ARTI CLE AND SHALL PROMJULGATE RULES ESTABLI SHI NG A PROCESS AND CRI TERI A
FOR GRANTI NG LI CENSI NG EXEMPTI ONS UNDER SECTI ON  ElI GHTY- El GHT  HUNDRED
FIVE OF TH S ARTI CLE.

S 8804. LICENSING REQUI REMENTS. TO QUALIFY FOR A LICENSE AS A SI GN
LANGUAGE | NTERPRETER, AN APPLI CANT SHALL FULFILL THE FOLLOW NG REQUI RE-
MVENTS:

(1) PROFESSI ONAL LICENSES. (A) THE DEPARTMENT SHALL GRANT A PROFES-
SI ONAL LI CENSE AS A SI GN LANGUAGE | NTERPRETER TO AN APPLI CANT WHO (1)
SUBM TS AN APPLI CATI ON ON A FORM PROVI DED BY THE DEPARTMENT,;

(1) PAYS A FEE OF ONE HUNDRED FORTY DOLLARS TO THE DEPARTMENT FOR
ADM SSI ON TO A DEPARTMENT CONDUCTED EXAM NATION AND FOR AN I N TIAL
LI CENSE, A FEE OF SEVENTY DOLLARS FOR EACH REEXAM NATI ON, A FEE OF ONE
HUNDRED FI FTEEN DOLLARS FOR AN | NI TI AL LI CENSE FOR PERSONS NOT REQUI RI NG
ADM SSI ON TO A DEPARTMENT CONDUCTED EXAM NATION, AND A FEE OF ONE
HUNDRED FI FTY- FI VE DOLLARS FOR EACH FI VE YEAR REGQ STRATI ON PERI OD;

(I''l) POSSESSES A VALID CERTIFICATION GRANTED BY THE REG STRY OF
| NTERPRETERS FOR THE DEAF, INC., OR I TS SUCCESSOR, OR ANY VALID CERTIF-
| CATI ON GRANTED BY ANY OTHER ORGANI ZATI ON THAT THE DEPARTMENT DETERM NES
'S SUBSTANTI ALLY EQUI VALENT TO A CERTI FI CATI ON GRANTED BY THE REGQ STRY
OF | NTERPRETERS FOR THE DEAF, | NC.

(B) THE DEPARTMENT SHALL GRANT A PROFESSIONAL LICENSE AS A SIGN
LANGUACGE | NTERPRETER TO AN APPLI CANT WHO (1) SUBM TS AN APPLI CATI ON ON
A FORM PROVI DED BY THE DEPARTMENT;

(I'l) PAYS A FEE OF ONE HUNDRED FORTY DOLLARS TO THE DEPARTMENT FOR
ADM SSION TO A DEPARTMENT CONDUCTED EXAM NATION AND FOR AN I NI TI AL
LI CENSE, A FEE OF SEVENTY DOLLARS FOR EACH REEXAM NATION, A FEE OF ONE
HUNDRED FI FTEEN DOLLARS FOR AN | NI TI AL LI CENSE FOR PERSONS NOT REQUI RI NG
ADM SSION TO A DEPARTMENT CONDUCTED EXAM NATIQN, AND A FEE OF ONE
HUNDRED FI FTY- FI VE DOLLARS FOR EACH FI VE YEAR REGQ STRATI ON PERI OD;

(1'l'l') POSSESSES A VALID CERTIFICATION GRANTED BY THE REQ STRY OF
| NTERPRETERS FOR THE DEAF, INC., OR I TS SUCCESSOR AND
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(1V) PROVIDES SATI SFACTORY EVI DENCE TO THE DEPARTMENT OF A DI AGNCSI S
BY A PHYSI CI AN THAT THE APPLI CANT | S DEAF OR HARD OF HEARI NG

(© THE DEPARTMENT SHALL GRANT A PROFESSI ONAL LICENSE AS A SIGN
LANGUAGE | NTERPRETER TO AN QUT- OF- STATE APPLI CANT WHO (1) SUBMTS AN
APPLI CATI ON ON A FORM PROVI DED BY THE DEPARTMENT;

(1) PAYS A FEE OF ONE HUNDRED FORTY DOLLARS TO THE DEPARTMENT FOR
ADM SSI ON TO A DEPARTMENT CONDUCTED EXAM NATION AND FOR AN I N TIAL
LI CENSE, A FEE OF SEVENTY DOLLARS FOR EACH REEXAM NATI ON, A FEE OF ONE
HUNDRED FI FTEEN DOLLARS FOR AN | NI TI AL LI CENSE FOR PERSONS NOT REQUI RI NG
ADM SSI ON TO A DEPARTMENT CONDUCTED EXAM NATION, AND A FEE OF ONE
HUNDRED FI FTY- FI VE DOLLARS FOR EACH FI VE YEAR REGQ STRATI ON PERI GD; AND

(1) WTH N TWENTY- FOUR MONTHS AFTER ESTABLI SHI NG RESI DENCY | N THE
STATE, PROVI DES EVI DENCE SATI SFACTORY TO THE DEPARTMENT THAT THE APPLI -
CANT POSSESSES A VALI D CERTI FI CATI ON GRANTED BY THE REQ STRY OF | NTER-
PRETERS FOR THE DEAF, INC., OR I TS SUCCESSOR, OR ANY VALI D CERTI FI CATI ON
GRANTED BY ANY OTHER ORGANI ZATI ON THAT THE DEPARTMENT DETERM NES |IS
SUBSTANTI ALLY EQUI VALENT TO A CERTI FI CATI ON GRANTED BY THE REGQ STRY OF
| NTERPRETERS FOR THE DEAF, INC., OR THEIR SUCCESSORS, AND THAT THE
APPLI CANT POSSESSED THE CERTI FI CATI ON AT THE TI ME THE APPL| CANT ESTAB-
LI SHED RESI DENCY I N TH S STATE.

(2) PROVI SIONAL LI CENSES. (A) THE DEPARTMENT SHALL GRANT A PROVI SI ONAL
LI CENSE AS A SI GN LANGUAGE | NTERPRETER TO AN APPLI CANT WHO. (1) SUBM TS
AN APPL| CATI ON ON A FORM PROVI DED BY THE DEPARTMENT;

(1) PAYS A FEE OF ONE HUNDRED FORTY DOLLARS TO THE DEPARTMENT FOR
ADM SSI ON TO A DEPARTMENT CONDUCTED EXAM NATION AND FOR AN I N TI AL
LI CENSE, A FEE OF SEVENTY DOLLARS FOR EACH REEXAM NATI ON, A FEE OF ONE
HUNDRED FI FTEEN DOLLARS FOR AN | NI TI AL LI CENSE FOR PERSONS NOT REQUI RI NG
ADM SSI ON TO A DEPARTMENT CONDUCTED EXAM NATION, AND A FEE OF ONE
HUNDRED FI FTY- FI VE DOLLARS FOR EACH TWO YEAR REG STRATI ON PERI OD;

(1'11) SUBM TS EVI DENCE SATI SFACTORY TO THE DEPARTMENT THAT THE APPLI -
CANT HAS PASSED THE WRI TTEN EXAM NATI ON ADM NI STERED BY THE REGQ STRY OF
| NTERPRETERS FOR THE DEAF, INC., OR I TS SUCCESSOR, AND

(1'V) I'S AN ASSOCI ATE OR STUDENT MEMBER OF THE REG STRY OF | NTERPRETERS
FOR THE DEAF, INC., OR I TS SUCCESSOR

(B) THE DEPARTMENT SHALL GRANT A PROVISIONAL LICENSE AS A SIGN
LANGUACE | NTERPRETER TO AN APPLI CANT WHO (1) SUBM TS AN APPLI CATI ON ON
A FORM PROVI DED BY THE DEPARTMENT;

(1) PAYS A FEE OF ONE HUNDRED FORTY DOLLARS TO THE DEPARTMENT FOR
ADM SSI ON TO A DEPARTMENT CONDUCTED EXAM NATION AND FOR AN I N TIAL
LI CENSE, A FEE OF SEVENTY DOLLARS FOR EACH REEXAM NATI ON, A FEE OF ONE
HUNDRED FI FTEEN DOLLARS FOR AN | NI TI AL LI CENSE FOR PERSONS NOT REQUI RI NG
ADM SSI ON TO A DEPARTMENT CONDUCTED EXAM NATION, AND A FEE OF ONE
HUNDRED FI FTY- FI VE DOLLARS FOR EACH TWO YEAR REG STRATI ON PERI OD;

(1'11) SUBM TS EVI DENCE SATI SFACTORY TO THE DEPARTMENT THAT THE APPLI -
CANT HAS COWMPLETED EI GHT HOURS OF TRAI NI NG SPONSCRED BY THE REGQ STRY OF
| NTERPRETERS FOR THE DEAF, INC., ORI TS SUCCESSCOR, ON THE ROLE AND FUNC-
TI ON OF DEAF | NTERPRETERS;

(1'V) SUBM TS EVI DENCE SATI SFACTORY TO THE DEPARTMENT THAT THE APPLI -
CANT HAS COWMPLETED EI GHT HOURS OF TRAI NIl NG SPONSCRED BY THE REGQ STRY OF
| NTERPRETERS FOR THE DEAF, [INC, OR |[|TS SUCCESSOR, ON PROFESSI ONAL
ETH CS;

HAS OBTAI NED LETTERS OF RECOMVENDATI ON FROM AT LEAST THREE | NDl -
VI DUALS WHO HAVE HELD NATI ONAL CERTI FI CATI ON FOR AT LEAST FI VE YEARS AND
WHO ARE MEMBERS | N GOOD STANDI NG OF THE REAQ STRY OF | NTERPRETERS FOR THE
DEAF, [INC. , OR ITS SUCCESSOR, |F THE LETTERS TOGETHER DOCUMENT THAT THE
APPLI CANT HAS COVPLETED AT LEAST FORTY HOURS OF MENTORI NG | NCLUDI NG AT
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LEAST TWENTY HOURS OBSERVI NG PROFESSI ONAL WORK AND AT LEAST TEN HOURS
OBSERVI NG CERTI FI ED DEAF | NTERPRETERS;

(M) HAS COWLETED AT LEAST FORTY HOURS OF TRAI NI NG CONSI STI NG OF
WORKSHOPS SPONSORED BY THE REAQ STRY OF | NTERPRETERS FOR THE DEAF, | NC.,
OR | TS SUCCESSOR,

(M) 1S AN ASSOCI ATE OR STUDENT MEMBER OF THE REGQ STRY OF | NTERPRET-
ERS FOR THE DEAF, INC., OR I TS SUCCESSOR, AND

(M 11) POSSESSES A H GH SCHOOL DI PLOVA OR AN EQUI VALENCY DEGREE.

(© A PROVI SI ONAL LI CENSE GRANTED PURSUANT TO PARAGRAPH (A) OR (B) OF
THIS SUBDI VISION MAY BE RENEWED A MAXIMUM OF TWO TIMES. A LI CENSEE
SHALL NOTI FY THE DEPARTMENT IN WRITING WTH N TH RTY DAYS |F SUCH
LI CENSEE' S CERTI FI CATION OR MEMBERSH P REQUI REMENTS ARE REVOKED OR
| NVALI DATED, UPON WHI CH THE DEPARTMENT SHALL REVOKE ANY PROVI SI ONAL
LI CENSE | SSUED PURSUANT TO PARAGRAPH (A) OR (B) OF THI S SuUBDI VI SI ON.

S 8805. EXEMPT PERSONS. (1) THE DEPARTMENT MAY GRANT A TEMPORARY
EXEMPTI ON TO AN I NDI VIDUAL WHO | S NOT A RESIDENT OF THIS STATE FOR A
PERIOD NOT TO EXCEED TWENTY DAYS | F THE | NDI VI DUAL | S CERTI FI ED BY THE
REG STRY OF | NTERPRETERS FOR THE DEAF, [INC., OR ITS SUCCESSOR THE
DEPARTMENT  MAY NOT GRANT AN |ND VIDUAL MORE THAN TWO TEMPORARY
EXEMPTI ONS PER YEAR PURSUANT TO THI S SUBDI VI SI ON.

(2) THE DEPARTMENT MAY GRANT A TEMPORARY OR PERMANENT EXEMPTI ON TO AN
| NDI VI DUAL WHO | S A RESI DENT OF THI S STATE FOR A PERI OD SPECI FI ED BY THE
DEPARTMENT.

S 2. This act shall take effect on the one hundred twentieth day after
it shall have becone a | aw.



