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STATE OF NEW YORK

5504
2013- 2014 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N SENATE
May 16, 2013

Introduced by Sen. BALL -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be comritted to the Conmittee on Veterans, Honeland Securi -
ty and Mlitary Affairs

AN ACT to anend the executive law, in relation to enacting the "veterans
enpl oynment act"

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The executive law is anmended by adding a new article 17-A
to read as foll ows:
ARTI CLE 17-A
VETERANS EMPLOYMENT ACT
SECTI ON 369. SHORT TI TLE.
369- A. LEQ SLATI VE FI NDI NGS.
369-B. DEFI NI TI ONS.
369-C. TEMPORARY HI RI NG
369-D. DEPARTMENT OF ClVIL SERVI CE RESPONSI BI LI Tl ES.
369- E. REGULATI ONS.

S 369. SHORT TITLE. THI S ARTI CLE SHALL BE KNOWN AND MAY BE CITED AS
THE " VETERANS EMPLOYMENT ACT".

S 369-A. LEGQ SLATI VE FI NDI NGS. THE LEQ SLATURE HEREBY FINDS THAT IT IS
ESTI MATED THAT OVER THE NEXT FI VE YEARS, FORTY-FOUR THOUSAND VETERANS
ARE EXPECTED TO RETURN TO THI S STATE FROM THEI R M LI TARY POSTS, MAKI NG
THE EMPIRE STATE HOVE TO ONE OF THE LARGEST VETERAN POPULATI ONS I N THE
COUNTRY. SHOCKI NGLY, THE UNEMPLOYMENT RATE FOR POST-9/ 11 VETERANS | N NEW
YORK WAS 10. 7% I N TWO THOUSAND TWELVE, WHI CH | S NEARLY ONE PERCENT HI GH
ER THAN THE NATI ONAL AVERAGE AND H GHER THAN THE STATE'S OVERALL 8.2%
UNEMPLOYMENT RATE. THE LEQ SLATURE HAS FOUND PREVI QUSLY THAT IT IS IN
THE | NTEREST OF THE STATE TO ENSURE THAT RETURNI NG VETERANS HAVE EMPLOY-
MENT OPPORTUNI TIES AVAILABLE UPON THEIR SEPARATION FROM M LI TARY
SERVI CE.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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THE STATE ALREADY ENCOURAGES PRIVATE BUSINESSES TO H RE M LI TARY
VETERANS THROUGH TAX CREDI TS AND OTHER ECONOM C | NCENTI VES. | N ADDI Tl ON,
THE LEG SLATURE HAS PREVI QUSLY FOUND THAT STATE AGENCI ES SPEND M LLI ONS
OF DOLLARS ANNUALLY ON TEMPORARY STAFF H RED FROM TEMPORARY EMPLOYMENT
SERVICE COWANI ES TO COVER TEMPORARY STAFFI NG NEEDS. THESE TEMPORARY
STATE JOBS COULD SERVE AS A BRIDGE FOR RECENTLY DI SCHARGED M LI TARY
VETERANS WHO HAVE YET TO FIND FULL-TI ME PERMANENT WORK. | N ADDI Tl ON,
THESE TEMPORARY ASSI GNMENTS COULD SERVE TO DEVELOP THE NEXT GENERATI ON
OF THE STATE WORKFORCE AND HELP W TH SUCCESSI ON PLANNI NG FOR THE CURRENT
WORKFORCE.

THE LEGQ SLATURE DECLARES |IT TO BE THE POLICY OF TH S STATE TO USE
HONORABLY DI SCHARGED VETERANS FOR TEMPORARY APPO NTMENTS | N STATE AGEN
ClES RATHER THAN UTILIZING TEMPORARY EMPLOYMENT SERVI CE COVWPANI ES I N
ORDER TO PROVI DE EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNI TI ES FOR RETURNI NG M LI TARY VETER-
ANS.

S 369-B. DEFINITIONS. AS USED IN THI S ARTI CLE:

1. " STATE AGENCY" SHALL MEAN ANY DEPARTMENT, BQOARD, BUREAU, DI VI SI ON,
COW SSI ON, COUNCI L OR COW TTEE W THI N THE EXECUTI VE BRANCH, THE STATE
UNI VERSI TY OF NEW YORK, AND ALL PUBLI C AUTHORI TI ES UNDER THE CONTROL OF
THE EXECUTI VE BRANCH.

2. "TEMPORARY APPO NTMENT" SHALL HAVE THE SAME MEANI NG AS PROVIDED I N
SECTI ON SI XTY- FOUR OF THE Cl VIL SERVI CE LAW

3. "VETERAN' SHALL MEAN AN | NDI VI DUAL WHO SERVED ON ACTI VE DUTY I N THE
UNI TED STATES ARMWY, NAVY, AR FORCE, MARI NE CORPS, COAST GUARD OR THE
RESERVES THEREOF, OR WHO SERVED I N ACTI VE M LI TARY SERVI CE OF THE UNI TED
STATES AS A MEMBER OF THE ARMY NATI ONAL GUARD, Al R NATI ONAL GUARD, NEW
YORK GUARD OR NEW YORK NAVAL M LITIA WHO WAS RELEASED FROM ACTI VE DUTY
BY GENERAL OR HONORABLE DI SCHARGE AFTER SEPTEMBER ELEVENTH, TWO THOUSAND
ONE.

4. "VETERAN TEMPORARY HI RI NG LI ST" SHALL MEAN A HI RI NG LI ST MAI NTAI NED
BY THE DEPARTMENT OF Cl VIL SERVI CE.

S 369-C. TEMPORARY HI RI NG NOTW THSTANDI NG ANY PROVI SION OF LAW TO THE
CONTRARY, A STATE AGENCY SHALL SELECT A VETERAN FROM THE VETERAN TEMPO
RARY H RING LIST WHEN MAKING A TEMPORARY APPO NTMENT PROVI DED SUCH
VETERAN POSSESSES THE APPLI CABLE SKI LLS NEEDED FOR THE TEMPORARY ASSI G\
VENT.

S 369-D. DEPARTMENT OF ClVIL SERVI CES RESPONSI BI LI TI ES. THE DEPARTMENT
OF CVIL SERVI CE SHALL:

1. ESTABLI SH AND MAI NTAIN A VETERAN TEMPORARY HI RI NG LI ST, FOR USE BY
STATE AGENCI ES IN THE | MPLEMENTATI ON OF THI S ARTI CLE;

2. ASSI ST STATE AGENCI ES BY MAKI NG AVAI LABLE SERVI CES OF THE DEPART-
MENT OF ClVIL SERVI CE TO FACI LI TATE THE PROVI SIONS OF THI S ARTI CLE; AND

3. ESTABLI SH AND MAI NTAI N, TOGETHER W TH THE DI RECTOR OF THE DI VI SI ON
OF VETERANS' AFFAI RS, A PROGRAM TO EDUCATE SEPARATI NG SERVI CE MEMBERS AS
TO THE BENEFI TS AVAI LABLE TO VETERANS UNDER THI S ARTI CLE.

S 369-E. REGULATI ONS. THE PRESI DENT OF THE STATE CI VIL SERVI CE COW S-
SION SHALL PROMULGATE SUCH RULES AND REGULATI ONS AS SHALL BE NECESSARY
TO | MPLEMENT THE PROVI SIONS OF THI' S ARTI CLE.

S 2. This act shall take effect immediately.



