Co~NOoOUI~,WNE

STATE OF NEW YORK

5253
2013- 2014 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N SENATE
May 15, 2013

Introduced by Sen. FLANAGAN -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be committed to the Conmittee on Education

AN ACT to anend the education law, in relation to the New York state
center for independent and religious schools establishnment act

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The education |law is anmended by adding a new article 12-B
to read as foll ows:

ARTI CLE 12-B

NEW YORK CENTER FOR | NDEPENDENT AND RELI G OQUS SCHOCOLS OVERSI GHT BOARD
SECTI ON 571. SHORT TI TLE.

572. LEG SLATI VE FI NDI NGS AND | NTENT.

573. DEFI NI TI ONS.

574. NEW YORK STATE CENTER FOR | NDEPENDENT AND RELIQ QUS
SCHOOLS.

575. NEW YORK STATE CENTER FOR | NDEPENDENT AND RELI G OUS SCHOOLS
OVERSI GHT BOARD ESTABLI SHED.

576. AUTHORI TY AND DUTI ES OF THE EXECUTI VE DI RECTOR

577. RULES AND REGULATI ONS.

S 571. SHORT TITLE. TH S ARTICLE SHALL BE KNOAN AND MAY BE CI TED AS
THE " NEW YORK STATE CENTER FOR | NDEPENDENT AND RELI J QUS SCHOOLS ESTAB-
LI SHVENT ACT".

S 572. LEG SLATIVE FI NDI NGS AND | NTENT. 1. THE STATE HAS RECOGNI ZED
THE NEED FOR THE CONTI NUED SUSTAI NABI LI TY OF | NDEPENDENT AND RELI G QUS
SCHOOLS AS THESE SCHOOLS PLAY A VI TAL ROLE I N THE EDUCATI ON OF CHI LDREN
W TH N THE MANY COMMUNI TI ES THROUGHOUT THE STATE.

2. IN RECOGNITION OF THE NEED TO SUPPORT ALL SCHOOLS, THE STATE
PROVI DES FUNDI NG TO SUPPORT AN ARRAY OF SERVICES |INTENDED TO BENEFIT
STUDENTS |IN ALL SCHOOLS |INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMTED TO FUNDI NG FOR
| NSTRUCTI ONAL MATERI ALS, SCHOOL HEALTH AND SAFETY MEASURES, ACADEM C
| NTERVENTI ON SERVI CES AND TRANSPORTATI ON SERVI CES. THE ADM NI STRATI ON OF

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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PROGRAMS AND SERVICES | NTENDED TO BENEFI T THE STUDENTS | N | NDEPENDENT
AND RELI 3 OQUS SCHOOLS FALLS MOST OFTEN TO THE PUBLI C SCHOOL DI STRICTS I N
VWHI CH SUCH | NDEPENDENT OR RELI G QUS SCHOOLS ARE LOCATED OR THE SCHOOL
DISTRICTS IN VWH CH SUCH | NDEPENDENT AND RELIG OQUS SCHOOL STUDENTS
RESI DE. THE STATE RECOGNI ZES THE SUBSTANTI AL ADM NI STRATI VE BURDEN
PLACED ON PUBLIC SCHOOL DI STRI CTS CHARGED W TH ADM NI STERI NG SERVI CES
FOR STUDENTS OVER VWHOM SUCH DI STRI CTS HAVE LI TTLE DI RECT RESPONSI BI LI TY.
THE STATE FURTHER RECOGNI ZES THE | NEFFI Cl ENCI ES THAT EXI ST AND THE CHAL-
LENGES FACED BY | NDEPENDENT AND RELI G OQUS SCHOOL ADM NI STRATORS WHO MUST
WORK W TH MULTI PLE SCHOCL DI STRICTS IN ORDER TO ARRANGE SERVICES AND
PROGRAMS | NTENDED TO BENEFI T THEI R STUDENTS.

3. THE STATE RECOGNI ZES THE NEED TO CREATE THE NEW YORK STATE CENTER
FOR | NDEPENDENT AND RELI G OQUS SCHOOLS SO THAT THE STATE MAY ALLEVI ATE
THE ADM NI STRATI VE BURDEN PLACED ON PUBLI C SCHOOL DI STRI CTS; PROVI DE A
MORE EFFI Cl ENT AND COST- EFFECTI VE MEANS OF ADM NI STERI NG PROGRAMS AND
SERVI CES TO THE BENEFI T OF STUDENTS; AND AVO D EXCESSI VE ENTANGLEMENT OF
GOVERNMVENT ENTI TIES W TH RELI G OQUS AND | NDEPENDENT | NSTI TUTI ONS.

S 573. DEFINITIONS. FOR THE PURPCSES OF TH S ARTI CLE:

1. "CENTER' SHALL MEAN THE NEW YORK STATE CENTER FOR | NDEPENDENT AND
RELI G QUS SCHOOLS, ESTABLI SHED PURSUANT TO THE PROVI SIONS OF TH S ARTI -
CLE;

2. "BOARD' SHALL MEAN THE NEW YORK STATE CENTER FOR | NDEPENDENT AND
RELI G QUS SCHOOLS OVERSI GHT BOARD, ESTABLI SHED PURSUANT TO THE
PROVI SI ONS OF THI S ARTI CLE;

3. "COW SS| ONER' SHALL MEAN THE COWM SSI ONER OF EDUCATI ON;

4., "Dl RECTOR' SHALL MEAN THE EXECUTI VE DI RECTOR OF THE NEW YORK STATE
CENTER FOR | NDEPENDENT AND RELI G QUS SCHOOLS; AND

5. "1 NDEPENDENT AND RELI G OQUS SCHOOL" SHALL MEAN ANY NONPUBLI C ELEMEN-
TARY OR SECONDARY SCHOCL IN THE STATE WHICH (A) PROVI DES I NSTRUCTION I N
ACCORDANCE W TH ARTI CLE SEVENTEEN AND SECTI ON THI RTY- TWO HUNDRED FOUR OF
TH'S CHAPTER, (B) HAS NOT BEEN FOUND TO BE IN VI OLATION OF TITLE VI OF
THE CIVIL RIGHTS ACT OF NI NETEEN HUNDRED S| XTY- FOUR, 78 STAT. 252, 42
US.C S 2000(D), AND (C VWHICHIS ENTITLED TO A TAX EXEMPTI ON UNDER
SECTI ON FI VE HUNDRED ONE (A) AND FI VE HUNDRED ONE (C) (3) OF THE FEDERAL
| NTERNAL REVENUE CODE OF NI NETEEN HUNDRED FI FTY- FOUR, AS AMENDED.

S 574. NEW YORK STATE CENTER FOR | NDEPENDENT AND RELI G QUS SCHOCLS.
THE NEW YORK STATE CENTER FOR | NDEPENDENT AND RELI G QUS SCHOOLS | S HERE-
BY ESTABLI SHED TO DI SBURSE SAFETY EQUI PMENT FUNDS MADE AVAILABLE FOR
SUCH PURPCSE; TO PROVIDE AND COORDI NATE SERVICES AND PROGRAMS AS
PROVI DED FOR BY THI S CHAPTER, REGULATI ONS OF THE COW SSI ONER, AND THAT
MAY BE | DENTIFI ED BY THE BOARD TO THE BENEFI T OF | NDEPENDENT AND RELI -
3 OQUS SCHOOL STUDENTS AND PERSONNEL; AND TO DI SSEM NATE | NFORMATI ON  AND
CARRY QUT OTHER ACTI VI TI ES FOR THE BENEFI T OF | NDEPENDENT AND RELI G OQUS
SCHOOL STUDENTS AND PERSONNEL. THE COWM SSI ONER SHALL, W THI N THE FACI L-
| TIES OF THE STATE EDUCATI ON DEPARTMENT, PROVI DE OFFI CE SPACE AS WELL AS
TECHNI CAL AND RELATED ADM NI STRATI VE RESOQURCES TO SUCH CENTER.

S 575. NEW YORK STATE CENTER FOR | NDEPENDENT AND RELIGE OQUS SCHOOLS
OVERSI GHT BOARD ESTABLISHED. 1. THE BOARD SHALL PROVI DE ADVI CE AND
DI RECTI ON FOR THE WORK OF THE CENTER PURSUANT TO TH S ARTI CLE AND SHALL
ENSURE THAT THE WORK OF THE CENTER IS TRANSPARENT TO THE PUBLI C AT
LARGE. THE BOARD SHALL: (A) ELECT A CHAI RPERSON AND DESI GNATE OFFI CERS
AND COW TTEES AS MAY BE NECESSARY TO CARRY OUT THE WORK OF THE BOARD
AND CENTER; (B) APPO NT AN EXECUTI VE DI RECTOR, BASED ON CRITERIA TO BE
DETERM NED BY THE BOARD, TO OVERSEE THE DAY- TO- DAY OPERATI ONS OF THE
CENTER, (C) HAVE THE AUTHORI TY TO ACCEPT AND RECEI VE ANY GRANTS, AWARDS,
APPROPRI ATI ONS OR OTHER FUNDS AS MAY BE MADE AVAI LABLE TO THE CENTER;
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AND (D) PROVI DE FI NAL APPROVAL OR DI SAPPROVAL OF THE AWARDI NG OF GRANTS
AND THE DI SBURSEMENT OF ANY AND ALL FUNDS ADM NI STERED BY THE CENTER
THE BOARD SHALL COWMMENCE | TS WORK AND SHALL BE CONSI DERED FUNCTI ONI NG
W THI N NI NETY DAYS OF THE EFFECTI VE DATE OF THI S ARTI CLE.

2. THE OVERSI GHT BOARD SHALL COWPRI SE: (A) THE MEMBERS OF THE COW S-
SI ONER' S ADVI SORY COUNCI L OF NONPUBLI C SCHOOLS AS MAY BE APPO NTED TO
SUCH COUNCI L BY THE COWM SSI ONER; (B) AT LEAST ONE REPRESENTATI VE OF THE
COW SSI ONER; AND (C) AT LEAST ONE REPRESENTATI VE OF THE OFFI CE OF THE
STATE COVWTROLLER. | N ADDI TI ON, THE BOARD MAY | NCLUDE UP TO THREE ADDI -
TIONAL MEMBERS OF WHOM ONE WOULD BE APPO NTED BY THE GOVERNOR, ONE
APPO NTED BY THE MAJORI TY LEADER OF THE SENATE, AND ONE APPO NTED BY THE
SPEAKER OF THE ASSEMBLY.

3. MEMBERS OF THE BOARD SHALL RECEI VE NO COVPENSATI ON BUT MAY BE REI M
BURSED FOR THEI R ACTUAL AND NECESSARY EXPENSES | NCURRED | N THE PERFORM
ANCE OF THEI R OFFI CI AL DUTI ES.

4. THE BOARD SHALL PROVI DE FOR AN ANNUAL AUDI T THAT SHALL BE COWPLETED
BY THE FIRST DAY OF SEPTEMBER OF THE YEAR FOLLOW NG THE YEAR I N WH CH
TH' S ARTI CLE SHALL HAVE TAKEN EFFECT AND ANNUALLY THEREAFTER, OR ON
ANOTHER DATE SET BY THE BOARD. THE AUDI T SHALL | NCLUDE, AT THE M N MUM
AN ACCOUNTI NG FOR BOTH THE RECEI PT AND EXPENDI TURE OF ALL FUNDS ADM NI S-
TERED BY THE CENTER DURI NG THE PREVI QUS CALENDAR YEAR. THE AUDI T SHALL
ALSO | NCLUDE A REPORT OF ALL THE CENTER S ANNUAL ACCOUNTS AND THE STATUS
OF ANY AND ALL GRANTS THAT THE BOARD HAS APPROVED DURI NG THE PREVI QUS
CALENDAR YEAR. THE AUDI T SHALL BE MADE AVAI LABLE TO THE PUBLIC AND BE
FILED WTH THE OFFI CE OF THE STATE COWTROLLER THE OFFI CE OF THE STATE
COVPTROLLER MAY REQUI RE ADDI TI ONAL FI LI NG REQUI REMENTS TO BE COWPLETED
BY THE CENTER.

S 576. AUTHORITY AND DUTI ES OF THE EXECUTI VE DI RECTOR 1. THE EXECU
TI VE DI RECTOR SHALL BE APPO NTED BY THE BOARD AND SHALL HAVE AUTHORI TY
AND DUTY TO OVERSEE THE DAY- TO- DAY OPERATI ONS OF THE CENTER THE DI REC-
TOR SHALL ESTABLI SH AND MAI NTAI' N DI STI NCT ACCOUNTS, TO BE APPROVED BY
THE BOARD, TO ADM NI STER FUNDS APPORTI ONED TO THE CENTER. SUCH ACCOUNTS
MUST, AT M NI MUM SEPARATE PUBLIC FUNDS FROM FUNDS THE CENTER MAY
ACQUI RE THROUGH PRI VATE DONATI ONS AND OTHER SOURCES. THE DI RECTOR, W TH
THE APPROVAL OF THE BOARD, |S EMPONERED TO ENTER | NTO ANY AGREEMENT OR
CONTRACT W TH ANY PRI VATE OR PUBLI C AGENCI ES, CORPORATI ONS, OR | NDI VI D-
UALS NECESSARY OR CONVENI ENT TO CARRY OUT THE PROVISIONS OF THI' S ARTI -
CLE, | NCLUDI NG THE HI RI NG OF ADM NI STRATI VE STAFF NECESSARY TO CARRY OUT
THE FUNCTIONS OF THE CENTER THE DI RECTOR SHALL DRAFT FOR THE BOARD AN
ANNUAL AUDI T AND SHALL FULFILL ALL NECESSARY FI LI NG REQUI REMENTS NECES-
SARY TO CARRY OQUT THE PROVI SIONS OF THI S ARTI CLE. THE DI RECTOR SHALL BE
RESPONSI BLE FOR TRANSM TTI NG TO THE BOARD ANY | NFORMATI ON NECESSARY FOR
THE BOARD TO CARRY OUT | TS DUTI ES AND ANY OTHER | NFORMATI ON AS THE BOARD
MAY REQUEST.

2. THE DI RECTOR SHALL AWARD GRANTS AND/ OR MAKE PAYMENTS BASED ON
CRI TERI A PREPARED BY THE DI RECTOR AND APPROVED BY THE BOARD, TO ELI G BLE
| NDEPENDENT AND RELI G QUS SCHOOLS OR SERVICE PROVIDERS. THE DI RECTOR
SHALL DETERM NE IN WHAT MANNER AND AT WHAT TI ME SUCH GRANTS AND/ OR
PAYMENTS SHALL BE DI SBURSED.

3. COVPENSATI ON OF THE DI RECTOR ANY PAYMENT OF OTHER ADM NI STRATI VE
AND NECESSARY EXPENSES SHALL BE DETERM NED BY THE BOARD AND SHALL BE
ALLOCATED OQUT OF FUNDS ADM NI STERED BY THE CENTER.

S 577. RULES AND REGULATIONS. THE COWM SSI ONER MAY PROMULGATE ANY
RULES OR REGULATI ONS NECESSARY TO CARRY OUT THE PROVI SIONS OF THI S ARTI -
CLE.

S 2. This act shall take effect imediately.



