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STATE OF NEW YORK

4977
2013- 2014 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N SENATE
May 2, 2013

Introduced by Sen. ROBACH -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Conmttee on H gher Educati on

AN ACT to anend the education law, in relation to clarifying the author-
ization to practice for nental health practitioners

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Subdivision 1 of section 8402 of the education |aw, as
added by chapter 676 of the laws of 2002, is amended to read as foll ows:

1. Definition of the practice of nental health counseling. The prac-
tice of the profession of nental health counseling is defined as:

(a) the evaluation, assessnent, DIAGNCSIS, anelioration, treatnent,
nodi fication, or adjustnment to a disability, problem or disorder of
behavi or, character, devel opnent, enotion, personality or relationships
by the use of verbal or behavioral nethods wth individuals, couples,
famlies or groups in private practice, group, or organized settings;
[ and]

(b) the use of assessnent instrunments and nental health counseling and
psychot herapy to identify, evaluate, DI AGNOCSE and treat dysfunctions and
di sorders for purposes of providing appropriate nmental health counseling
services; AND

(C) DIAGNOSI S I N THE CONTEXT OF LICENSED MENTAL HEALTH COUNSELI NG
PRACTICE IS THE PROCESS OF DI STINGU SHI NG BETWEEN SIM LAR MENTAL,
EMOTI ONAL, BEHAVI ORAL, DEVELOPMENTAL, AND ADDI CTI VE DI SORDERS, | MPAI R-
MENTS AND DI SABILITIES WTH N A PSYCHOSCOCI AL FRAMEWORK ON THE BASI S OF
THEI R SI M LAR AND UNI QUE CHARACTERI STI CS CONSI STENT W TH ACCEPTED CLAS-
S| FI CATI ON SYSTEMS.

S 2. Subdivision 1 of section 8403 of the education |aw, as added by
chapter 676 of the laws of 2002, is anended to read as foll ows:

1. Definition of the practice of marriage and fanmly therapy. The
practice of the profession of marriage and famly therapy is defined as:

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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(a) the assessnent, DIAGNCSIS and treatnent of nervous and nental
di sorders, whether affective, cognitive or behavioral, which results in
dysfunctional interpersonal famly relationships including, but not
limted to famlial rel ati onshi ps, marital/couple rel ati onshi ps,
parent-child relationships, pre-marital and other personal relation-
shi ps;

(b) the use of nmental health counseling, psychotherapy and therapeutic
techniques to evaluate and treat marital, relational, and famly
systens, and individuals in relationship to these systens;

(c) the wuse of nental health counseling and psychot herapeutic tech-
niques to treat nental, enotional and behavioral disorders and ailnents
within the context of marital, relational and famly systens to prevent
and aneliorate dysfunction; [and]

(d) the use of assessnent instrunments and nental health counseling and
psychotherapy to identify [and], evaluate, DI AGNOSE AND TREAT dysfunc-
tions and disorders for purposes of providing appropriate marriage and
famly therapy services; AND

(E) DIAGNOSI S I N THE CONTEXT OF LI CENSED MARRI AGE AND FAM LY THERAPY
PRACTICE IS THE PROCESS OF DI STINGU SHI NG BETWEEN SIM LAR MENTAL,
EMOTI ONAL, BEHAVI ORAL, DEVELOPMENTAL, AND ADDI CTI VE DI SORDERS, | MPAI R-
MENTS AND DI SABILITIES WTH N A PSYCHOSCOCI AL FRAMEWORK ON THE BASI S OF
THEI R SI M LAR AND UNI QUE CHARACTERI STI CS CONSI STENT W TH ACCEPTED CLAS-
S| FI CATI ON SYSTEMS.

S 3. Subdivision 1 of section 8404 of the education |aw, as added by
chapter 676 of the laws of 2002, is amended to read as foll ows:

1. Definition of the practice of creative arts therapy. The practice
of the profession of creative arts therapy is defined as:

(a) the assessnent, evaluation, DI AGNOCSIS and the therapeutic inter-
vention and treatnent, which may be either primary, parallel or adjunc-
tive, of nental, enotional, developnental and behavioral disorders
through the use of the arts as approved by the departnment; [and]

(b) the use of assessnent instrunments and nental health counseling and
psychot herapy to identify, evaluate, DI AGNOCSE and treat dysfunctions and
di sorders for purposes of providing appropriate creative arts therapy
services; AND

(C©) DIAGNCSIS I N THE CONTEXT OF LI CENSED CREATI VE ARTS THERAPY PRAC-
TICE I S THE PROCESS OF DI STI NGUI SHI NG BETWEEN SI M LAR MENTAL, EMOTI ONAL
BEHAVI ORAL, DEVELOPMENTAL, AND ADDI CTIVE DI SORDERS, | MPAI RVENTS AND
DI SABI LI TITES WTHI N A PSYCHOSOCI AL FRAMEWORK ON THE BASIS OF THEIR SI M -
LAR AND UN QUE CHARACTERI STI CS CONSI STENT W TH ACCEPTED CLASSI FI CATI ON
SYSTEMS.

S 4. Subdivision 1 of section 8405 of the education |law, as added by
chapter 676 of the laws of 2002, is amended to read as foll ows:

1. Definition of the practice of psychoanalysis. The practice of the
prof essi on of psychoanal ysis is defined as:

(a) the observation, description, evaluation, [and] interpretation,
DI AGNOSI S AND TREATMENT of dynam ¢ unconsci ous nmental processes that
contribute to the formati on of personality and behavior in order to
identify and resol ve unconsci ous psychic problens which affect interper-
sonal relationships and enotional devel opnent, to facilitate changes in
personal ity and behavi or through the use of verbal and nonverbal cogni-
tive and enotional comuni cation, and to devel op adaptive functioning;
[ and]

(b) the use of assessnent instrunments and nental health counseling and
psychot herapy to identify, evaluate, DI AGNCSE and treat dysfunctions and
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di sorders for purposes of providing appropriate psychoanal ytic services;
AND

(C©) DIAGNCSIS IN THE CONTEXT OF LI CENSED PSYCHOANALYSI S PRACTICE | S
THE PROCESS OF DI STI NGUI SHI NG BETWEEN SI M LAR MENTAL, EMOTI ONAL, BEHAV-
| ORAL, DEVELOPMENTAL, AND ADDI CTI VE DI SORDERS, | MPAI RVENTS AND DI SABI LI -
TIES WTH N A PSYCHOSOCI AL FRAMEWORK ON THE BASIS OF THEIR SIM LAR AND
UNI QUE CHARACTERI STI CS CONSI STENT W TH ACCEPTED CLASSI FI CATI ON SYSTEMS.

S 5. This act shall take effect immediately.



