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STATE OF NEW YORK

4435
2013- 2014 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N SENATE
April 1, 2013

Introduced by Sen. O MARA -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be committed to the Conmittee on Local Government

AN ACT to anend the town law, in relation to the election of fire chiefs
and assistant fire chiefs

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Subdivision 11-a of section 176 of the town | aw, as anended
by chapter 351 of the laws of 2000, is anended to read as foll ows:

11-a. The nenbers of the fire departnment of the fire district shal
neet at a tinme and place designated by the board of fire comm ssioners
on the Thursday following the first Tuesday in April of each year and
nom nate persons for the offices of chief and such assistant chiefs as
may be provided for in the rules and regul ati ons adopted by the board of
fire conm ssioners; PROVIDED, HOMNEVER, THAT THE BOARD OF FI RE COWM S-
SI ONERS MAY BY RESOLUTI ON, ADOPT A PCLICY ALLONNG FIRE DISTRICTS THE
OPTION TO SET THE DAY OF ELECTI ON OF CHI EF AND ASSI STANT CH EFS ON THE
SAME DAY AS THE FI RE DEPARTMENT' S ELECTI ON OF ADM NI STRATI ON  OFFI CERS.
[If the Thursday following the first Tuesday in April falls upon a day
of special religious observance, the board of fire conm ssioners nay
desi gnate any other weekday in April after such Thursday as the day upon
which to hold such neeting.] Each noninee shall be a nmenber of the fire
departnment. In addition, the board of fire comm ssioners may by resol-
ution require that any or all of such fire departnment officers shall be
residents of the fire district. Al nom nations shall be nade by ballot.
The person acting as secretary of such neeting shall pronptly notify the
fire district secretary in witing of such nom nations. The board of
fire conmssioners at its neeting next succeedi ng the making of such
nom nati ons shall consider the sane and shall appoint such persons to
the offices to which they have been respectively nomnated or, if a
nom nation is not approved the board of fire conm ssioners shall cal
another neeting of the nenbers of the fire departnment at which a new
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nom nation shall be nade to take the place of any nomnation not
approved, which procedure shall continue until a full set of officers is
approved. Any such person shall assume the duties of his office as soon
as he has been appointed thereto by the board of fire commi ssioners and
shall serve until his successor is appointed. A person who has been
convicted of arson in any degree shall not be eligible for nom nation,
el ection or appointnment to the office of fire departnment chief or
assistant chief. Any fire departnent chief or assistant chief who is
convi cted of arson in any degree during his term of office shall be
di squalified fromconpleting such termof office.
S 2. This act shall take effect imediately.



