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STATE OF NEW YORK

S. 4429 A. 6441
2013- 2014 Regul ar Sessi ons
SENATE- ASSEMBLY
March 27, 2013

I N SENATE -- Introduced by Sen. SERRANO -- read twi ce and ordered print-
ed, and when printed to be commtted to the Conmittee on Cul tural
Affairs, Tourism Parks and Recreation

IN ASSEMBLY -- Introduced by M of A ENG.EBRI GHT, GALEF, CORW N,
THI ELE, KEARNS, WEPRI N, FINCH, STEC, COLTON, CAH LL, M LLMAN, WALTER,
DUPREY, ROSENTHAL, DI PI ETRO, RAI A, SANTABARBARA, MAISEL, MONTESANO,
LUPARDO, BORELLI, OIS, BARRETT, ABBATE, GUNTHER, CERETTO -- Multi -
Sponsored by -- M of A BARCLAY, BUCHWALD, CROUCH, P. LOPEZ, LUPINAC
Cl, McDONALD, QUART, SCH MM NGER, SOLAGES, SWEENEY, TITONE, WEI SENBERG
-- read once and referred to the Conmttee on Tourism Parks, Arts and
Sports Devel opnent

AN ACT to anend the parks, recreation and historic preservation law, in
relation to establishing the New York state park adopt-a-trail
stewardship program and to anmend the state finance law, in relation

to establishing the state park adopt-a-trail stewardship program fund

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The parks, recreation and historic preservation law is
anmended by adding a new section 3.27 to read as foll ows:

S 3. 27 STATE PARK ADOPT- A- TRAI L STEWARDSHI P PROGRAM 1. A. THE COW S-
SI ONER NMAY ENTER | NTO STEWARDSHI P AGREEMENTS W TH ANY PERSON OR PERSONS
FOR THE PURPOSES OF PRESERVI NG, MAI NTAINING, OR ENHANCING A TRAIL OR
TRAILS |IN STATE-OMED PARKS OR ANY PORTI ON THERECOF | N ACCORDANCE W TH
THE POLI CIES OF THI S CHAPTER

B. INHS OR HER DI SCRETI ON, THE COW SSI ONER MAY ESTABLI SH PERMANENT
OR TEMPORARY AGREEMENTS W TH PARK' S FRI ENDS GROUPS OR OTHER LOCAL COVMUJ
NI TY NON- PROFI T GROUPS TO ADM NI STER THE PROGRAM | F MORE THAN ONE GROUP
IS INTERESTED IN ADM NI STERING THE PROGRAM THE COVM SSI ONER SHALL
DEVELOP AN OPEN AND COWPETI Tl VE PROCESS TO SELECT THE BEST GROUP TO
ADM NI STER THE PROGRAM

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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2. THE STEWARDSH P AGREEMENT SHALL PROVIDE THAT THE TRAI L AREA BE
PRESERVED AND MAI NTAI NED I N I TS NATURAL STATE OR MANAGED TO ENHANCE OR
RESTORE THE NATURAL VALUES | T PROVI DES, CONSI STENT W TH THE PROVI SI ONS
OF TH S CHAPTER  ACTIVITIES MAY | NCLUDE: REMEDI ATI ON OF VANDALI SM AND
STORM DAMAGE, PICKING UP LI TTER AND TRASH, ESTABLI SH NG OR NAI NTAI NI NG
ACCESS OR NATURE TRAILS, PROVIDI NG |NTERPRETIVE SERVICES FOR SCHOOL
GROUPS AND OTHER C TI ZENS, BRUSH CLEARI NG, LAWN NMAI NTENANCE, TREE TRI M
M NG PLANTI NGS, | NSTALLATION, REPAIR AND/ OR REPLACEMENT COF BENCHES,
KIOSKS, PICNIC TABLES AND SHELTERS AND OTHERW SE PROVI DI NG PCSI Tl VE
BENEFI TS TO THE TRAI L AREA.

3. STEWARDSHI P AGREEMENT W TH ANY PERSON OR PERSONS MAY PROVIDE FOR
ASSI STANCE OF PERSONNEL, FACILITIES AND SUPPLI ES OF THE OFFI CE FOR THE
PURPOSES OF SUPPORTI NG APPROPRI ATE ACTIVITIES UNDER SUCH STEWARDSHI P
AGREEMENT, | N ACCORDANCE W TH THE PROVI SI ONS OF TH S CHAPTER

4. THE OFFI CE SHALL ESTABLI SH PROCEDURES BY WHI CH A PERSON OR PERSONS
MAY APPLY FOR A STEWARDSHI P AGREEMENT, AND SHALL BE RESPONSIBLE FOR
WORKI NG W TH SUCH PERSONS TO | DENTI FY SPECI FI C SECTI ONS OF A STATE- OANED
PARK TRAIL AND SPECI FI C ACTI VI TI ES DEEMED APPROPRI ATE FOR SUCH STEWARD-
SHI P AGREEMENT. THE OFFI CE MAY CONSI DER FACTORS SUCH AS SAFETY, ENVI RON-
MENTAL SENSI TIVITY, NEED, COST AND OTHER FACTORS DEEMED RELEVANT IN
DETERM NI NG VH CH TRAI L AREAS OR ACTI VI TI ES MAY BE ELI G BLE OR APPRCPRI -
ATE FOR A STEWARDSHI P AGREEMENT.

5. A THE OFFI CE SHALL PROVI DE RECOGNI TI ON OF THE STEWARDSHI P ACTI V-
| TIES BY DI SPLAYI NG APPROPRI ATE SI GNAGE, AS DESCRI BED | N PARAGRAPH B OF
TH'S SUBDIVISION, ON OR NEAR THE ADOPTED TRAI L AREA, AND MAY PROVI DE
RECOGNI TI ON BY SUCH OTHER MEASURES AS | T MAY DETERM NE TO BE APPRCPRI -
ATE, [INCLUDING BUT NOTI' LIMTED TO PRESS RELEASES, CERTI FI CATES, AND
NEWSLETTERS.

B. SPONSORSHI P WOULD BE | NDI CATED BY HAVI NG HI KI NG TRAI L MARKER SI GNS
DI SPLAY A SMALL ADVERTI SEMENT FROM THE TRAI L SPONSOR. TRAIL SI GNS SHALL
BE Cl RCULAR AND NOT' BE MORE THAN FI VE | NCHES | N DI AMETER, UNLESS DEEMED
NECESSARY TO BE LARGER FOR SAFETY REASONS OR | F THE SIGN I'S AN | MPORTANT
MARKER SUCH AS THE FIRST SIGN OF THE TRAIL. ADVERTI SEMENT SHALL NOT
TAKE UP MORE THAN TWENTY- FI VE PERCENT OF THE SI GN AND SHALL NOT | MPEDE
UPON THE OTHER | NFORVATI ON DI SPLAYED ON THE SI G\

6. THE STEWARDSH P AGREEMENT MAY BE MODI FI ED | N SCOPE OR ALTERED | N
ANY OTHER MANNER AT THE SOLE DI SCRETI ON OF THE OFFI CE, NOT | NCONS| STENT
WTH THE PROVISIONS OF TH S SECTION. THE PERSON OR PERSONS SHALL HAVE
THE OPTI ON OF RENEW NG THE AGREEMENT SUBJECT TO THE APPROVAL OF THE
OFFICE AND THE  CONTINUATION BY THE OFFICE OF THE STATE PARK
ADOPT- A- TRAI L STEWARDSHI P PROGRAM  THE OFFI CE MAY | MVEDI ATELY REMOVE THE
SIGNS AND | T MAY TERM NATE THE AGREEMENT UPON THI RTY DAYS NOTICE, IF IN
| TS SOLE JUDGVENT | T FI NDS AND DETERM NES THAT THE PERSON OR PERSONS ARE
NOT MEETI NG THE TERMS AND CONDI TI ONS OF THE AGREEMENT.

7. THE COW SSIONER SHALL DETERM NE IN H'S OR HER DI SCRETI ON, WH CH
TRAI LS OR PORTI ONS THERECOF SHALL BE SPONSORED I N ACCORDANCE WTH THE
PROVISIONS OF TH'S SECTION. NOTH NG IN TH' S SECTI ON SHALL REQUI RE THE
COW SSI ONER TO AUTHORI ZE THE STEWARDSHI P OF ANY PARTI CULAR TRAIL OR
PORTI ON THERECF.

8. ANY FUNDS DESI GNATED TO FUND THE STEWARDSHI P PROGRAM ESTABLI SHED BY
TH'S SECTION SHALL BE HELD I N THE STATE PARK ADOPT- A- TRAI L STEWARDSHI P
PROGRAM FUND ESTABLI SHED I N SECTION N NETY-SEVEN-LLLL OF THE STATE
FI NANCE LAW

9. NOTW THSTANDI NG ANY | NCONSI STENT PROVI SI ON OF LAW THE STATE AND
| TS EMPLOYEES SHALL NOT BE LI ABLE FOR DAMAGES SUFFERED BY ANY PERSON OR
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ORGANI ZATI ON RESULTI NG FROM THE ACTI ONS OR ACTI VI TI ES OF SUCH VOLUNTEERS
AND VOLUNTEER ORGANI ZATI ONS.

S 2. The state finance |aw is anended by adding a new section 97-1111
to read as foll ows:

S 97-LLLL. STATE PARK ADOPT- A- TRAIL STEWARDSH P PROGRAM FUND. 1.
THERE |S HEREBY ESTABLISHED IN THE JO NT CUSTODY OF THE STATE COWP-
TROLLER AND THE COW SSI ONER OF THE OFFICE OF PARKS, RECREATION AND
H STORIC PRESERVATION A SPECIAL FUND TO BE KNOWN AS THE STATE PARK
ADOPT- A- TRAI L STEWARDSHI P PROGRAM FUND

2. SUCH FUND SHALL CONSI ST OF ALL MONEYS CREDI TED OR TRANSFERRED THER-
ETO FROM ANY OTHER FUND OR SOURCE PURSUANT TO LAW MONEYS IN THE FUND
SHALL BE KEPT SEPARATE AND SHALL NOT BE COWM NGLED W TH ANY OTHER MONEYS
IN THE CUSTODY OF THE COVMPTROLLER

3. MONEYS OF THE FUND MAY BE EXPENDED FOR THE PURPOSES PROVI DED | N
SECTI ON 3. 27 OF THE PARKS, RECREATION AND HI STORIC PRESERVATION LAW
ACCORDI NG TO THE REQUI REMENTS OF SUCH SECTI ON. MONEYS SHALL BE PAI D OUT
OF THE FUND ON THE AUDI T AND WARRANT OF THE STATE COWTROLLER ON VOUCH
ERS CERTIFIED OR APPROVED BY THE COW SSI ONER OF THE OFFI CE OF PARKS,
RECREATI ON AND HI STORI C PRESERVATI ON.

4. THE FUND SHALL BE HELD W THI N THE BUSI NESS AND LI CENSI NG SERVI CES
ACCOUNT AS ESTABLI SHED I N SECTI ON NI NETY- SEVEN-Y OF TH S ARTI CLE

S 3. This act shall take effect on the one hundred twentieth day after
it shall have becone a law, provided that, effective imediately, the
commi ssioner of the office of parks, recreation and historic preserva-
tion shall promulgate any rule or regulation necessary for the inplenen-
tation of the provisions of this act on or before its effective date.



