SENATE RESOLUTI ON establishing a Sel ect Comrittee on Science, Technol o-
gy, Incubation and Entrepreneurship

WHEREAS, It is widely recognized that the path to prosperity and the
econoni c recovery of New York State lies in job creation and in broaden-
i ng econonic choices and career opportunities for all citizens, and that
achieving these goals can be accelerated by the enhancenent of the
state's innovation and entrepreneurial spirit via the growth and devel -
oprment of business incubator programs and other entrepreneurial and
econoni ¢ and busi ness devel opnent prograns; and

WHEREAS, The concept of business incubation and business devel opnent
prograns originated in New York in 1959 when Joseph Mancuso opened the
Batavia Industrial Center in a Batavia factory building, a successful
concept that has since spread from New York throughout the country and
the world, to the extent that there are now an estimated 1,400 i ncuba-
tors in North Anerica, and 7,000 in the world; and

WHEREAS, Building wupon this high-level profile and denonstration of
expertise, an incubator from Syracuse, New York, was named 2012 | ncuba-
tor of the Year by the 1,900 international nenbers of the National Busi-
ness | ncubator Association; and

WHEREAS, The goals and purposes of the State's approximately forty
busi ness i ncubati on prograns renmain what they were from that start in
Batavia - to develop successful and financially stable firns capabl e of
econoni ¢ expansi on and job creation by providing a conprehensive array
of entrepreneurial and business supports, resources, and services
tailored to the needs of individual business entities being incubated in
an environnent of entrepreneurial innovation and thereby to stinulate
the entrepreneurial energies of the comunities in which they are
| ocat ed, and denonstrate themto be attractive places to start and
i nvest in new businesses; and

VWHEREAS, Research has shown that successful business incubation
prograns can often rise above current conditions of a regional econony,
but such success can be stym ed by various endemic barriers that stifle
the ability of an incubator to fulfill its m ssion and achieve naxinmm
j ob creation and econonic inpact; and

WHEREAS, The path to develop a snmall business and innovati on econony
in New York is aided by many neans and strategies including strengthen-
ing of current incubator operations and devel opnent of new ones, expand-
ing incentives and developing a full array of integrated entrepreneur-
shi p prograns includi ng enhancing scientific and technology innovation
via incubators and other free-standing entrepreneurial devel opnent
programns; and

WHEREAS, The Senate al so seeks to expand access and opportunity to
entrepreneurial prograns for all groups including many marginalized by
current prograns such as veterans, disabled individuals, individuals who
are mnorities and wonen, using collaborations with several state agen-
ci es and non-state sponsors; and

WHEREAS, The Senate |ooks to increase collaboration by and with the
State's academ c institutions, private foundations, and rmunicipalities,
provide greater access to capital markets, and fully utilize the exper-
tise of state and national incubator organizations including the Busi-
ness | ncubator Association of New York (BIANYS), and the National Busi -
ness | ncubator Association (NBIA); and

WHEREAS, The Senate urges the devel opnent and di ssem nation of "best
practices" regines for wuse by incubators and other entrepreneurship
prograns and their nenber conpanies, and other entrepreneurial and
econoni ¢ devel opnent prograns; and

WHEREAS, It is recognized that an open forumis needed to properly



ascertain the current and future needs of our state's incubation and
entrepreneurshi p prograns and hel p these prograns develop to their maxi-
mum potential; now, therefore, be it

RESCLVED, That a Select Conmittee on Science, Technol ogy, |ncubation
and Entrepreneurship is hereby established, to conduct neetings, confer-
ences, exam nations, and public hearings, to gather information and nmake
| egi sl ative proposals, reports, and reconmendations, and to provide
outreach to and interaction with private and public organi zations that
provi de i ncubation, innovation, and entrepreneurship prograns, and to
make recomendations on efforts to strengthen entrepreneurial and job
creation including related | egislative proposals and resolutions before
the State Legislature in such areas; all with the aimof growi ng the
spirit of enterprise and innovation in New York; and be it further

RESOLVED, The Select Committee shall consist of eleven Senators, to be
appointed by the Majority Coalition |eaders, pursuant to nenbership
conposition as set forth under Senate Rule VIII; and be it further

RESCLVED, The chairperson of such conmittee shall be appointed by the
Majority Coalition | eaders; and be it further

RESCLVED, That such conmittee shall have the same authority as comit -
tees constituted under Article 4 of the Legislative Law and Senate Rule
VI,



