SENATE RESOLUTI ON providing for a Senate Select Comrittee on Libraries

WHEREAS, New York State currently has over 7,000 |ibraries, which serve
as the treasure trove of our state's know edge, maintaining nearly 250
mllion volumes and circulating over 160 mllion itenms per year; and
WHEREAS, New York State's Ilibraries serve all of the people of New
York, from childhood to senior citizenship, and provi de universal access

to books, periodicals, public records, el ectroni ¢ docunents, pres-
entations, novies and other educational nmaterials, in addition to
answering over 27 mllion custonmer reference questions each year; and

WHEREAS, New York State's |libraries provide access to over 13,500
conmputers across the state, permtting custoners to gain access to the
internet and perform job searches and personal inquiries to advance
t hensel ves and their comunities; and

WHEREAS, It is recognized that an open forum is needed to properly
ascertain the future needs of our state's libraries and library systens
in order to enhance |earning, inprove quality of life, and provi de equa
opportunity for all New Yorkers; now, therefore, be it

RESCLVED, That a Sel ect Conmittee on Libraries is hereby established,
to conduct neetings, conferences, exam nations, and public hearings to
gat her informati on and nake | egislative proposals and reconmendations,
and to provide outreach to and interaction with private organizations
that assist libraries, and to nake recomendations on Library-related
| egi sl ative proposals and resolutions before the State Legislature; and
be it further

RESOLVED, The Select Committee shall consist of nineteen Senators, to
be appointed by the Majority Coalition |eaders, pursuant to nenbership
conposition as set forth under Senate Rule VIII; and be it further

RESCLVED, The chairperson of such commttee shall be appointed by the
Majority Coalition | eaders; and be it further

RESCLVED, That such conmittee shall have the same authority as comit -
tees constituted under Article 4 of the Legislative Law and Senate Rul e
VI,



