LEG SLATIVE RESOLUTION nenorializing Governor Andrew M Cuonp to
procl ai m February 28, 2014, as SI DS/ SUDC Awareness Day in the State of
New Yor k

WHEREAS, It is the customof this Legislative Body to recognize officia
days that are set aside to increase awareness of serious illnesses that
affect the lives of citizens of New York State; and

WHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord with its |[|ong-
standing traditions, it is the sense of this Legislative Body to nenori -
alize Governor Andrew M Cuonp to proclaim February 28, 2014, as
SI DS/ SUDC Awar eness Day in the State of New York; and

WHEREAS, SIDS (Sudden Infant Death Syndrone) is defined as the sudden
death of an infant |ess than one year of age that cannot be expl ai ned
after a thorough investigation is conducted, including a conplete autop-
sy, exam nation of the death scene, and review of the clinical history;
it is the |I|eading cause of death anong infants aged one to 12 nont hs,
and is the third |l eading cause overall of infant nortality in the United
States; and

WHEREAS, SUDC (Sudden Unexpl ai ned Death in Childhood) is the sudden
and unexpected death of a child over the age of twelve nonths, which
remai ns unexpl ai ned after a thorough case investigation is conducted;
simlar to SIDS, SUDC is a diagnhosis of exclusion, given when all known
and possi bl e causes of death have been rul ed out; and

WHEREAS, By definition, SIDS applies only to the death of babies youn-
ger than 12 nonths, while SUDC victins are past their first birthday
whose deaths go unexpl ai ned even after an autopsy, a death scene inves-
tigation and nedical history review and

WHEREAS, SUDC is not new, but is rare with a reported incidence of 1.2
deat hs per 100,000 children, conpared to 54 deaths per 100,000 Iive
births for SIDS (United States, 2005); presently, SUDC cannot be
predi cted and/ or prevented since its cause is unknown, and nobst SUDC
deaths occur between the ages of one and three, but researchers have
| ooked at cases of children as old as 15; and

WHEREAS, Such was the case for young Ethan Gregory Spina, a perfectly
heal thy boy who, at two years and four nonths of age, with only a cold,
went to bed on the night of February 27, 2013, and passed away on the
nor ni ng of February 28th when he succunbed to SUDC, and

WHEREAS, The parents of Ethan Gregory Spina along with other famlies
fromdifferent parts of Nassau and Suffolk Counties are struggling to
cope with this difficult situation as they have simlar stories; and

WHEREAS, It is inperative that there be greater public awareness of
this serious health crisis, and nore nust be done to increase activity
at the State, |ocal and national |evels; now, therefore, be it

RESCLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
menori al i ze Governor Andrew M Cuonp to proclai m February 28, 2014, as
SI DS/ SUDC Awar eness Day in the State of New York; and be it further

RESCLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be tran-
smtted to The Honorable Andrew M Cuonp, Governor of the State of New
Yor k.



