LEG SLATI VE RESOLUTI ON honoring Sister Virginia Lake CSJ upon the occa-
sion of her designation as Grand Marshal of the 20th Annual Bay Ridge
St. Patrick's Day Parade on March 24, 2013

WHEREAS, St. Patrick's Day is a time for people of all nationalities and
generations to assenble and celebrate the rich culture and heritage of
the Irish people throughout the United States; and

WHEREAS, A St. Patrick's Day parade reflects and records the ongoing
history of the United States and Irel and, and provi des opportunity for
peopl e of all generations to assenble in ethnic pride and pageantry; and

WHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord with its |[|ong-
standing traditions, this Legislative Body 1is justly proud to honor
Sister Virginia Lake CSJ upon the occasion of her designation as G and
Marshal of the 20th Annual Bay Ridge St. Patrick's Day Parade to be held
on Sunday, March 24, 2013; and

WHEREAS, Sister Virginia Lake was born and raised in Brooklyn to Hel en
(McGowan) and Irving Lake; her nmaternal grandfather, WIlliam E  MGow
an, came to the United States fromlreland as a young man, married Hel en
Carson and settled in Brooklyn; and

WHEREAS, Sister Virginia Lake and her two sisters attended St.
Ansel mM's School and Fontbonne Hall; in 1956, she entered the Sisters of
St. Joseph, Brentwood; and

WHEREAS, Wiile teaching in parish granmar schools, Sister Virginia
Lake earned an M5 in math education from Fordham University and taught
math at Mary Loui s Acadeny before com ng to Kearney in 1970; three years
| ater, she was named assistant principal and becane director of devel op-
ment in 1983; and

WHEREAS, As assistant principal, Sister Virginia Lake introduced nodu-
| ar and arena schedul ing and established the Student Faculty Council and
the Student Activity Council; as director of devel opnent, she expanded
Kearney's public relations and fundraising areas, conputerized the alum
nae records and established a formal alummae associ ati on; and

WHEREAS, |In keeping with her philosophy that you can not ask people to
give of their tine, treasure and talent unless you set the exanple,
Sister Virginia Lake has spoken on phases of devel opnent at NCEA
conventions, |ocal schools, dioceses and Fordham graduate prograns; and

WHEREAS, A woman of singular distinction, Sister Virginia Lake has
been called wupon to contribute her time and talents to countless civic
and charitabl e endeavors and has al ways given of herself unstintingly;
and

WHEREAS, Over the years, Sister Virginia Lake has volunteered at the
62nd Precinct Conmunity Council, Junior Achievenent of New York, the
Al zhei mer Associ ation of New York City, HeartShare, Resurrection Church
and the Cerritsen Beach Vol unteer Ambul ance Service; and

WHEREAS, She has served on the Brooklyn Advisory Board of the Salva-
tion Arny of Greater New York and the Board of Trustees of Sacred Heart
Acadeny; and

WHEREAS, In recognition of her service to these organi zations, Sister
Virginia Lake has been the recipient of the Qutstanding Service to
Bensonhurst Award from the 62nd Precinct Community Council, t he
Qutstanding Service to Youth Award from Juni or Achi evenent of New York,
a Certificate of Merit fromthe PBA, NYPD, Bishop Kearney's Fine Arts
Departnent Award and Athletic Departnment's No. 1 Fan Award; and

WHEREAS, In 2002, Sister Virginia Lake was inducted into the Bi shop
Kearney Hall of Fane and in 2011, Kearney's athletic departnent naned an
award in her honor, to recognize athletes who are outstanding young
woren; and

WHEREAS, Over the years, Sister Virginia Lake has worked with a dedi -



cat ed Kearney conmunity, watching thousands of nervous freshnen grow
into mature young wonen; she believes her nobst inportant acconplishnents
are and wll always be her alummae; she has truly hel ped to nake a
difference in their lives, and hope they, in turn, will have a positive
i nfluence on those they neet; and

WHEREAS, Rare indeed is the occurrence of such a conpassionate bl end-
ing of strength, intellect and conmtnent as that denonstrated by Sister
Virginia Lake over a lifetime of sacrifice and dedication to others; and

WHEREAS, A fitting choice for Grand Marshal of the 20th Annual Bay
Ridge St. Patrick's Day Parade, Sister Virginia Lake enbodies the spirit
and the cherished ideals and values of Irish-Anericans of this great
State and Nation; now, therefore, be it

RESCLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
honor Sister Virginia Lake CSJ upon the occasion of her designation as
Grand Marshal of the 20th Annual Bay Ridge St. Patrick's Day Parade; and
be it further

RESCLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be tran-
smtted to Sister Virginia Lake CSJ.



