LEG SLATIVE RESOLUTION nenorializing Governor Andrew M Cuonp to
procl aim March 2013 as G eek-Anerican History Month in the State of New
Yor k

WHEREAS, The vyear 2013 will mark the 192nd Anniversary of G eek | nde-
pendence; and

WHEREAS, Thi s | ndependence was won on March 25, 1821, when the people
of Geece were released fromnearly four centuries of rule by the Gto-
man Enpire under the | eadership of the heroic Theodoros Kol okotronis;
and

WHEREAS, Under Kol okotronis' |eadership, the people of Geece formally
declared their sovereignty, ending a hard-fought 11-year war which
finally secured their freedomand garnered recognition as a sovereign
country; and

WHEREAS, Throughout history, the G eek peopl e have continuously exhi b-
ited this enduring sense of bravery in rising up agai nst oppressors;
with Wnston Churchill noting in a faned World War |1 speech that "Until
now we used to say that the Greeks fight |ike heroes. Now we shall say:
The heroes fight |ike Geeks."; and

WHEREAS, Ancient G eece has shaped nodern society by originating the
concepts of Logic, Science, Lyrics, Philosophy, and History as well as
being the birthplace of denocratic ideals, inspiring the notion of
participation in government that influenced the framng of the United
States Constitution; and

VWHEREAS, G eece has continued to enrich our culture in the fields of
literature, philosophy and architecture and has pronoted the nodern
A ynpic Ganes, hosting the first in 1896 and nost recently in 2004, and
we honor G eek-Americans in New York who have inproved our comunity,
shown |ove for famly, and shared with us their traditions to |learn and
cel ebrate; and

WHEREAS, The great State of New York has been blessed in nany ways,
including through the presence of the Geek Othodox Archdi ocese of
Anerica; it serves as a beacon of noral and ethical guidance throughout
the hem sphere fromits Manhattan headquarters; and

WHEREAS, New York is further enhanced by its |ong-standi ng partnership
with the Federation of Hellenic-American Societies, which continues its
tradition of strong | eadership within the G eek-Anmerican community; and

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body to recognize those
New Yorkers of Hellenic descent for their enduring contributions to the
educational, social, noral and econonic principles that are so deeply
ingrained in the fabric of our country and State; now, therefore, be it

RESCLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
procl aim March 2013 as G eek-Anmerican History Month in New York State,
and to publicly encourage the citizens of New York to reflect upon the
contributions of our Geek community; and be it further

RESCLVED, That copies of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be tran-
smtted to The Honorabl e Andrew M Cuonp, CGovernor of the State of New
York; and H s Em nence Archbi shop Denetrios, Primte of the Geek Otho-
dox Church of Anerica.



