LEG SLATI VE RESOLUTI ON conmenorating the 50t h Anniversary of the United
States Suprene Court's decision Gdeon v. Wainwight holding the 14th
amendnent to the Constitution requires states to provide counsel to
i ndi gent crimnal defendants

WHEREAS, March 18, 2013, marks the 50th Anniversary of the U S. Suprene
Court's Ilandmark decision in Gdeon v. Wainwight, 372 U S. 335 (1963);
and

WHEREAS, On January 8, 1962, the Cderk of the US.  Suprene Court
received a handwitten petition from prisoner nunber 003826 seeking
certiorari to the Suprene Court based on the claimthat the prisoner had
been denied his constitutional right to counsel; and

WHEREAS, That petition began the historic case of G deon v. Wi nwi ght
in which the Court overturned C arence Earl Gdeon's conviction and
unani nously held that the 14th amendnment to the Constitution requires
states to provide counsel to defendants in crimnal cases if they are
unable to afford an attorney; and

WHEREAS, On March 18, 1963, in its unaninous opinion witten by

Justice Hugo Bl ack, the court held "...any person haled into court, who
is too poor to hire a |lawer, cannot be assured a fair trial unless
counsel is provided for him..lawers in crimnal courts are necessi-
ties, not luxuries."; and

WHEREAS, Following this historic decision, a newtrial was ordered,
and with a new | awer appointed, G deon was acquitted; and

WHEREAS, Thi s decision established that the right to conpetent counse
in a crimnal proceeding is a constitutional right belonging to every
Aneri can; and

WHEREAS, This decision established a 50 year tradition of zeal ous
representation of indigent crimnal defendants |led by the legal aid
societies, public defenders, and pro bono defense counsels of New York;
now, therefore, be it

RESCLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
celebrate the |andmark case of G deon v. Wainwight, and its hol ding
t hat advances our fundanmental right to due process and equal justice
under the law for all New Yorkers.



