LEG SLATI VE RESOLUTI ON conmendi ng Rabbi Steven Moss for his 40 years of
devoted service to B nai Israel Reform Tenple of QGakdal e, New York

WHEREAS, The character and richness of religious and community life in
this noble Enpire State is nourished and fulfilled through the faithful
concern and sel fl ess devotion of those who would conmt their energies
and purpose to the mnistry of others; and

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body to bring full recog-
nition and just tribute to those individuals who distinguish thenselves
and the mnistry through their unremtting commtnent and preeni nence of
service; and

WHEREAS, This Legislative Body is justly proud to conmend Rabbi Steven
Moss for his 40 years of devoted service to B' nai Israel Reform Tenple
of Cakdal e, New York; and

VWHEREAS, Rabbi Steven Moss conducted his first service for B nai |sra-
el at the H gh Holy Days in 1972, and becane the Tenple's first ordai ned
Rabbi in June of 1974; and

WHEREAS, Continuing over the next few years, under the |um nous direc-
tion of Rabbi Steven Mss, the congregation grew in nenbership, from 23
famlies to over 300; the services went fromsingle to double Holy Day
services, first in the Idle Hour Boul evard building and then at nearby
Dow i ng Col | ege; and

WHEREAS, Rabbi Steven Mdss, a true conmunity | eader, mnisters to the
Jewi sh life cycle needs of the congregation and the surroundi ng comuni -
ty; he has chaired the Suffolk County Human Ri ghts Commi ssion since
1992, and is co-chair of the Suffolk County Anti-Bias Task Force as well
as chair of the Islip Town Anti-Bias Task Force in the battle against
anti-Semtismand other bias crines; and

VWHEREAS, Furthernore, he is Director and Founder of STOPBIAS, an
educati onal program for bias/hate crimes offenders; he has served as
chaplain to the Suffolk County Police Departnent since 1986, and hol ds
the rank of Deputy Chief; and

WHEREAS, Rabbi Steven Mbss is President of the Suffol k County Board of
Rabbi s and i s past-President of numerous | ocal and county organi zations;
he is also Vice-Chair of the Center for the Holocaust, Diversity and
Human Understanding located in the library of the Selden Canpus of
Suf fol k Community Col | ege; and

VWHEREAS, A student of Kabbal ah and neditation, Rabbi Steven Mss has
|l ed workshops in these areas of Jewish |ife and study; noreover, he has
had articles printed in the Journal of the CENTRAL CONFERENCE OF AMERI -
CAN RABBIS, and in other publications; he is also the |ongest sitting
menber on the Islip Town Board of Ethics; and

WHEREAS, Currently, Rabbi Steven Mbss is enrolled in a Doctor of
Mnistry Programfor Pastoral Psychotherapy at the Hebrew Union Coll ege
Jewi sh Institute of Religion and Post-G aduate Center for Mental Health
in New York; and

WHEREAS, Rabbi Steven Mbss has brought to his mnistry an overwhel m ng
spirit of <charity and conpassion, acting fromvision and enli ghtennment
in conducting his admnistrative and spiritual duties, while always
di spl aying the highest standards of personal and professional integrity
and dedi cation; and

WHEREAS, Thi s distingui shed nan of God has al ways gi ven enli ghtennent,
gui dance and wi sdomto the nany entrusted to his care and has admnis-
tered abundantly and unstintingly to the spiritual and corporal needs of
all; and

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body that when a person
of such nobl e ains and acconplishnments is brought to our attention it is

appropriate to publicly and jubilantly proclaimand comend that indi-



vidual for the edification of others; now, therefore, be it

RESCLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
commend Rabbi Steven Mdss for his 40 years of devoted service to B na
Israel Reform Tenple of Oakdale, New York, noting his unremtting and
conpassionate faith and his exenplary service to God, nman, and his
community, and extending to himthe heartfelt best wi shes of this Legis-
| ative Body for a future of purposeful success and well-being; and be it
further

RESCLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be tran-
smtted to Rabbi Steven Mss.



