LEG SLATIVE RESOLUTION nenorializing Governor Andrew M Cuonp to
procl ai m March, 2013, as Wnen's History Month in the State of New York

WHEREAS, March is Winen's History Month; and

WHEREAS, March 8th is International Wnen's Day; and

WHEREAS, Each year New York State officially sets aside tinme to recog-
ni ze the unique contributions that wonen have nmade to New York and its
society; and

WHEREAS, New York State has a distinguished history of nonunental
achi evenents in the area of wonen's rights; and

WHEREAS, |In 1826, New York State opened one of the first public high
schools for girls resulting in a future for wonen in which they were no
| onger confined to the hone, a future in which they were educated and
able to wuse this education to better their social and econom c status;
and

WHEREAS, In 1848 in New York, the first wonmen's rights convention was
hel d at Seneca Falls to secure for all wonmen the right to vote; and

WHEREAS, In 1903, The Wnen's Trade Union League of New York was
formed to represent working wonen, |ater becoming the nucleus for the
I nternational Ladies' Garnment Wirkers' Union; and

WHEREAS, In 1918, one year after New York guaranteed wonen the right
to vote in all elections, the first two wonen, Ida Samms and Mary
Lilly, were elected to the New York State Legislature; and

VWHEREAS, In 1967, Miuriel Siebert becane the first woman to own a seat
on the New York Stock Exchange, opening the door for wonmen to gain posi-
tions of greater econom c power; and

WHEREAS, In 1970, New York City was the site of the first Wnen's
Strike for Equality in which 50,000 people marched for equal rights; and

WHEREAS, I n 1968, New York State Assenbl ywoman Shirl ey Chi shol m becane
the first black woman el ected to Congress and in 1972, she ran for Pres-
ident of the United States, another first for black wonen; and

WHEREAS, 1In 1983, New York State wonen | egislators established the
Legi sl ati ve Wonen's Caucus to i nprove the participation of wonen in al
areas of governnment, support issues that benefit wonen and provide a
network of support for wonen in the State Legislature; and

WHEREAS, New Yor k has been the hone of nmany extraordinary wonen who
have | ed society to a better future: Elizabeth Cady Stanton and Susan B
Ant hony | ed the canpaign for wonen's suffrage; Sojourner Truth spoke out
for the abolition of slavery and for suffrage for wonen; suffragi st
Carrie Chapman Catt became the first president of the League of Wnen
Voters; Emma WIlard opened the first endowed institution for the educa-
tion of wonen; Civil War surgeon Dr. Mary E. Wal ker was the only woman
ever awarded the Congressional Medal of Honor; Harriet Tubnman was an
abolitionist who Iled slaves to freedom by way of the Underground Rail -
road; in the 19th century, Elizabeth Blackwell and Belva Lockwood were
the first wonmen in the fields of nedicine and | aw, pioneer birth contro
educator and advocate Margaret Sanger established a research center in
New York City; Emma Gol dnman founded the Free Speech League which led to
the American Civil Liberties Union; humanitarian Eleanor Roosevelt
served as United States Delegate to the United Nations; civil rights
| awyer and New York State Senator Constance Baker Mdtl ey becane the
first black woman to sit on the U S. District Court in New York, and so
many nore known and unknown wonen who chanpioned rights and opportunity
for all; and

WHEREAS, New York State has hosted many conventions, canpaigns and
events of the Whnen's Rights Mwvenent fromthe 1848 convention at Seneca
Falls to the 1999 Berkshire Conference of Wnen Hi storians which was

held to i nprove the status of wonmen in history and in the historica



pr of essi ons; and

WHEREAS, Today, 47 wonen serve in the New York State Legi sl ature,
hol di ng | eadership positions in both houses and bringing the diverse
experiences of wonmen into |aw and public policy; now, therefore, be it

RESCLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
menori al i ze Governor Andrew M Cuonp to proclai mMarch, 2013, as Wnen's
H story Month in the State of New York; and be it further

RESCLVED, That copies of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be tran-
smtted to The Honorable Andrew M Cuonp, CGovernor of the State of New
York, and to the Legislative Wnen's Caucus of New York State.



