LEG SLATI VE RESCLUTI ON comenorating the 125th Anniversary of the YWCA
of Brooklyn

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body to recognize and
commend those illustrious organizations and individuals of the State of
New Yor k whose purposeful endeavors serve to enhance the quality of life
in their communities; and

WHEREAS, Attendant to such concern and fully in accord with its |[|ong-
standing traditions, it is the intent of this Legislative Body to
commenorate the 125th Anniversary of the YWCA of Brooklyn, to be cele-
brated on Tuesday, March 12, 2013 at the Roulette Theater in Brooklyn,
New Yor k; and

WHEREAS, Founded in 1888, the YWCA of Brooklyn is the only YWCA in the
bor ough of Brooklyn, and is also one of the oldest in New York State;
each vyear a significant anount of wonen, nen, and children take advan-
tage of a broad mx of prograns, including: health and wellness
prograns, youth devel opment and affordabl e housing for single wonen; and

WHEREAS, 1In 1943, the YWCA of Brooklyn becane the first YWCA in the
country to racially integrate its programand in 1946, its residence
hall for wonmen was formally desegregated; this proud tradition of inte-
gration and conm tnent continues to this day; and

WHEREAS, The YWCA of Brooklyn offers prograns and services to neet the
needs of the wonen, nen and children of the conmunity; it encourages al
to participate, yet remains true to its mssion of enpowering women and
girls, with particular focus on gender equity and racial justice; and

WHEREAS, Progranms for wonen dedicated to fitness and heal th incl ude:
Encore Plus, the breast cancer and cervical cancer prevention program
whi ch of fers workshops and referrals; Sister Strength, ained at reducing
the incidence of heart disease, obesity, and diabetes in | owincone
wonen in central Brooklyn; Senior Fit, which focuses on fitness and
di sease prevention for fixed-inconme seniors; and fitness cl asses includ-
ing swinmng, martial arts, dance and yoga, to nane a few, and

WHEREAS, The YWCA has established a youth-1|ed | eadershi p program for
young wonen, the Young Wonen's Leadershi p Acadeny, to pronote | eadership
training, financial Iiteracy and entrepreneurial skills; the after
school and sunmer canp prograns continue to provide prograns for tutor-
i ng, sw ming, nusic, dance and art classes; and

WHEREAS, The YWCA of Brooklyn also provides a welcom ng gathering
place for community neetings, events and parties; it has served a
racially and econom cally diverse popul ation since its inception, and
today, it continues to fight for social justice; and

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body that when organi za-
tions of such noble ains and acconplishnents are brought to our atten-
tion, they should be celebrated and recognized by all the citizens of
the great State of New York; now, therefore, be it

RESCLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
cormenorate the 125th Anniversary of the YWCA of Brooklyn; and be it
further

RESCLVED, That copies of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be tran-
smtted to the YWCA of Brooklyn.



