LEG SLATIVE RESOLUTION nenorializing Governor Andrew M Cuonp to
procl aim March 25, 2013, as Greek |Independence Day in New York State

WHEREAS, The year 2013 will mark the 192nd Anniversary of Geek |nde-
pendence; and

WHEREAS, Wth the capture of +the Gty of Constantinople, a living
synmbol of Greek Gory, the Geek people were to endure four centuries of
foreign rule under the Otoman Enpire; and

WHEREAS, Rhi gas Pherai os, the Poet of the Revolution, a voice which
spoke to the conscience of the Greek people, expressed their feelings in
his War Hymm: "How | ong, ny heroes, shall we [ive in bondage ... seeing
our children turned fromthe land to bitter enslavenent?"; and

WHEREAS, On March 25, 1821, Bishop Gernanos, the Metropolitan of
Patras, raised the standard of revolt at the Mnastery of Aghia Lavra,
and the struggle for liberation fromcultural deprivation and [|ack of
national identity was begun; and

WHEREAS, Thi s courageous struggle inspired and noved people in Europe
and the United States to conpassi onate expressions of support; and

WHEREAS, After a seven-year war and a long struggle to reach a peace
treaty, the people of Hellas were victorious ... Geece was, in 1830,
finally recogni zed as an | ndependent State; and

WHEREAS, New Yor k has been bl essed in many ways, but a tangible asset
to the State and City of New York is the presence of the Greek O'thodox
Archdi ocese of America; it is a noral conpass which provides ethica
gui dance t hroughout the hem sphere fromits Manhattan headquarters; and

WHEREAS, Another great asset is the Federation of Hell enic-Anerican
Soci eties of Greater New York, which continues to play an inportant
| eadership role within the G eek conmunity; and

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body that we shoul d take
note of those citizens in this great Enpire State who are of Hellenic
descent and who have wunstintingly contributed to the educational,
social, noral and econonic val ues so bel oved by the people of the State
of New York; now, therefore, be it

RESCLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
menori al i ze Governor Andrew M Cuonp to proclaim WMarch 25, 2013, as
Greek I ndependence Day in New York State, and to publicly encourage the
citizens of New York to reflect upon the contributions of our Geek
community; and be it further

RESCLVED, That copies of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be tran-
smtted to The Honorable Andrew M Cuonp, Governor of the State of New
York, and to Hi s Emi nence Archbi shop Denetrios, Primate of the Geek
Ot hodox Church of Anerica.



