LEG SLATI VE RESOLUTI ON commendi ng Cherry Lane El ementary School upon the
occasion of its designation as a 2013 National Blue Ri bbon School of
Excel | ence

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body to recognize and
commend institutions of true purpose and hi gh achi evenent whose exem
pl ary progranms and acconplishnents clearly denonstrate the pursuit of
excel | ence in education and service to the community; and

WHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord with its |ong-
standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to conmend
Cherry Lane El ementary School in Airnont, New York, upon the occasion of
its designation as a 2013 National Blue Ri bbon School of Excellence; and

WHEREAS, In recognition of this auspicious honor, the A rnont Town
Counci | has decl ared Saturday, Septenber 20, 2014 as "Cherry Lane Blue
Ri bbon Day"; to be celebrated with a parade, flag raising and dedi cation
cerenony; and

WHEREAS, The National Blue Ri bbon Schools Program recogni zes public
and nonpublic elenentary, mddle, and high schools where students
achieve at very high levels; the Program sets a standard of excellence
for all schools striving for the highest |evel of success; and

WHEREAS, The National Bl ue Ri bbon Schools Programis part of a |arger
United States Departnent of Education effort to identify and dissen nate
know edge about best school |eadership and teaching practices; each year
since 1982, the Departnent of Education has sought out schools where
students attain high academ c goals and where the achievenent gap is
narrow ng; and

WHEREAS, Cherry Lane El enentary School was nom nated by the New York
State Education Departnment (NYSED) as an "Exenplary Hi gh Performng
School" for ranking anmong the highest performng schools on state
assessments, having been recognized in 2012 as a NYSED Reward School for
sust ai ned, significant progress on assessnents; and

WHEREAS, One of only 286 schools across the country to achieve this
di stinction, and the first in Rockland County, Cherry Lane Elenentary is
a close-knit community of strong outstanding adm nistrators, dedicated
professional staff, highly notivated students and highly engaged
parents; and

VWHEREAS, This esteened academic institution believes howto learnis
as inmportant as what is |learned, and that students succeed when effort
and perseverance toward excel |l ence is encouraged and cel ebrated; and

WHEREAS, Under the able |eadership of former Principal Dr. David
Leach, Cherry Lane El enentary School fulfilled its |laudatory educati ona
focus on preparing students to think critically and creatively, helping
them to becone confident |earners and responsible citizens, a tradition
that is proudly continued by current Principal Eric Baird; and

WHEREAS, It is the customof this Legislative Body that when an educa-
tional institution of such noble ains and acconplishnents is brought to
our attention, it should be recogni zed and appl auded by all the citizens
of this great Enpire State; now, therefore, be it

RESCLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
commend Cherry Lane El enentary School, upon the occasion of its desig-
nation as a 2013 National Blue Ri bbon School of Excellence; and be it
further

RESCLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be tran-
smtted to Eric Baird, Principal, Cherry Lane El enmentary School .



