LEG SLATIVE RESOLUTION nenorializing Governor Andrew M Cuonp to
procl ai m Sept enber 2014, as Chiari Ml formation and Syringonyelia Aware-
ness Month in the State of New York

WHEREAS, The State of New York takes great pride in participating in
nont hs of awareness of inportant health issues; and

WHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord with its |ong-
standing traditions, it is the sense of this Legislative Body to nenori -
alize Governor Andrew M Cuonp to proclaim Septenber 2014, as Chiari
Mal f ormati on and Syringonyelia Awareness Month in the State of New York;
and

WHEREAS, Chiari Mlformation is a condition where part of the brain,
the cerebellar tonsils, descends out of the skull and crowds the spina
cord; and

WHEREAS, First identified by Hans Chiari in the 1890s, the cause is
unknown and is believed to be primarily a congenital condition; and

WHEREAS, Chiari Ml formation |eads to a secondary condition, Syringo-
nmyelia, in some people; it is a neurological condition where a fluid
filled cyst, or syrinx, forms in the spinal cord; and

WHEREAS, The syrinx expands the spinal cord, sonetimes to nore than
twice its normal dianmeter, and stretches the nerve tissue paper thin;
and

WHEREAS, Chiari Malformation is the |eading cause of Syringonyelia, so
some people nust deal with two sets of problens; and

WHEREAS, Chiari Ml formation synptons include but are not limted to:
severe headaches brought on by coughing and straining; trouble swallow
i ng and sonetines speaking; loss of fine notor control; and balance
probl ems; and

WHEREAS, Syringonyelia synptonms include but are not |linmted to:
extrene pain in neck and shoul ders; |oss of bladder and bowel control;
nunbness in hands and feet, unable to feel hot and cold; and weakness,
stiffness and pain in arnms and | egs; and

WHEREAS, Chiari Mlformation and Syringonyelia affect nore than
300, 000 people in the United States; and

WHEREAS, These devastating di seases are di agnosed by using a conbi na-
tion of MR, neurological exam physician's judgnent, and other tests;
patients often go five or nore years before being properly diagnosed;
and

WHEREAS, A study of over 300 Chiari Mlformation and Syringonyelia
patients found approximately 57% had at one tinme been told by a doctor
they were suffering froma nmental or enotional problem many patients
undergo serious brain surgery in an attenpt to stop synptoms from
progressi ng; and

WHEREAS, Research has shown that surgery can inprove synptonms Wwth
approxi mately an 80% success rate; Chiari Ml formation and Syringonyelia
can place a trenendous physical, nental, enotional, and econom c strain
on patients and their famlies; and

WHEREAS, Chiari Ml formation and Syringonyelia  Awareness Mont h
provides an opportunity to focus on these significant and conpl ex
di seases, to provide information on and raise public awareness of the
causes, effects and treatnents, and to underscore inportant education
and research efforts surrounding Chiari Ml formation and Syringonyeli a;
now, therefore, be it

RESCLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
menori al i ze Governor Andrew M Cuonb to proclaim Septenber 2014, as
Chiari Ml formation and Syringonyelia Awareness Month in the State of
New York; and be it further

RESCLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be tran-



smtted to The Honorable Andrew M Cuonpb, Governor of the State of New
Yor k.



