LEG SLATI VE RESOLUTI ON comrendi ng | egendary track announcer Tom Dur ki n
upon the occasion of his retirenent after 43 years of distinguished
service to the sport of horse racing

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body to take note of and
publicly acknow edge individuals who have distinguished thenselves
through their exenplary careers, acconplishnments, and purposeful |ives
of service to their community and their profession; and

WHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord with its |[|ong-
standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to conmend
| egendary track announcer Tom Durkin upon the occasion of his retirenent
after 43 years of distinguished service to the sport of horse racing;
and

WHEREAS, Announcer Eneritus Durkin, one of the greatest race-callers
in sports history, will call his final race at Saratoga Race Course on
Sunday, August 31, 2014, bringing to a close an exceptional 43-year
career; and

VWHEREAS, Thi s esteened broadcaster studied theatre at St. Norbert
College and began calling races at county fairs in Wsconsin in the
sumer of 1971; he continued to work at a string of small tracks includ-
i ng Cahoki a Downs, Bal noral Race Course, Quad City Downs and MIles Park
before | anding the job at famed Hi al eah Race Course in 1981; and

VWHEREAS, |n 1984, Tom Durkin was hired as the announcer for the annua
Breeders' Cup, a position he held until 2005; he gained further notorie-
ty as the voice of the Triple Crown for a decade begi nning in 2001; and

WHEREAS, Tom Durkin's insightful conmentary and ability to use his
voice to build to a thrilling crescendo were unparalleled; he will |ong
be renmenbered for such indelible nonents as Cigar's victory at the 1995
Breeders' Cup Cassic, the 1998 photo finish at Bel nont between Victory
Gllop and Real Quiet, and whinsically singing Dorem fasollatido' s run
to victory in a 2008 nmi den race; and

WHEREAS, Throughout nore than four decades of outstanding calls, Tom
Durkin has been a vital part of countless nenorable races and has
wi t nessed sone of the sport's |egendary horses; in addition to his flair
for the dramatic, Durkin's sense of hunor has stood himin great stead
as one of horse racing' s nost fanmed personalities; and

WHEREAS, 1In recognition of his dedication, cormmtnment and efforts on
behal f of his community and his profession, it is the intent of this
Legi sl ative Body to extend its highest commendation to Tom Durkin; and

WHEREAS, It is the custom of this Legislative Body that those who
enhance the quality of life in their community and have shown a | ong and
sustai ned conmtnment to the nmintenance of high standards in their
prof ession, certainly have earned the recognition and appl ause of al
the citizens of this great Enpire State; now, therefore, be it

RESCLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
commend | egendary track announcer Tom Durkin upon the occasion of his
retirement after 43 years of distinguished service to the sport of horse
racing, and to wish himthe best in all his future endeavors; and be it
further

RESCLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be tran-
smtted to Tom Durkin.



