LEG SLATI VE RESOLUTI ON congratul ati ng Regi nal d Denni s upon the occasion
of his designation as recipient of the New York Association for
Cont i nui ng/ Communi ty Education (NYACCE) 2013 Student of the Year Award

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body to take note of those
i ndi vi dual s who have distingui shed thenselves through their exenplary
pursuit of education as adults; and

WHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord with its |ong-
standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to congratu-
|ate Reginald Dennis upon the occasion of his designation as recipient
of the New York Association for Continuing/Community Education 2013
Student of the Year Award; he will be honored at NYACCE s 30th Annua
St udent Awards and Legi sl ative Event on March 6, 2013, in Al bany, New
Yor k; and

WHEREAS, NYACCE represents adult education professionals withits
primary m ssions of nmaintaining and expanding education and training
opportunities for undereducated adults throughout New York State; and

WHEREAS, NYACCE strives to ensure that the opportunities afforded t
t hese students continue to be available, and that additional adults i
need of these services continue to be served without barriers; it i
wel | understood that individuals who continue their education have
greater chance of inproving their enploynent and quality of |ife; and

WHEREAS, Reginald Dennis understands the value of education and the
chal | enges and hardshi ps that are sonetines faced when trying to obtain
t hat education; and

WHEREAS, By age 15, Reginald Dennis had dropped out of school and was
living on his own and working various jobs to survive; he even found
hi nsel f honel ess at one point during his youth; and

WHEREAS, Reginald Dennis knew he had to make some nmjor |ife changes
when he started caring for his owmn fanily at age 20, so he decided to
return to school to obtain his high school equival ency diplom; and

WHEREAS, Wil e pursuing his diploma through a H gh School Equival ency
program at OCM BOCES, Reginald Dennis had to overcome several chal-
| enges, including full-time work commtnments and a | ack of transporta-
tion, but he persevered and eventually received his GED in Decenber of
2011; and

WHEREAS, Regi nald Dennis, a resident of Liverpool, New York, is now on
a path to achi eving personal success by neeting his goals; he received a
full scholarship to attend Syracuse University through the Hi gher Educa-
tion QOpportunity Programand is presently studying Busi ness Managenent;
and

WHEREAS, Regi nald Dennis al so remains active in supporting the adult
literacy prograns at OCM BOCES by speaking to mddl e school students who
are at risk of dropping out; and

WHEREAS, Reginald Dennis continues to inspire at-risk youth, and al
who neet him by denonstrating the inmportance of hard work and dedi-
cation; now therefore, be it

RESCLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
congratul ate Regi nald Dennis upon the occasion of his designation as
reci pient of the New York Association for Continuing/ Conmunity Education
2013 Student of the Year Award; and be it further

RESCLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be tran-
smtted to Reginald Dennis.
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