LEG SLATI VE RESCLUTI ON honoring Arl ene W shnew upon the occasion of her
retirement after many years of distinguished service to the Vincent
Sm th School

WHEREAS, It is the practice of this Legislative Body to take note of and
publicly acknow edge individuals of remarkable integrity and character
whose endeavors have enhanced the quality of education in this great
State; and

WHEREAS, The result of many individual efforts, the excellence and the
success of the Vincent Smith School is due in large part to the efforts
of Arlene Wshnew, and

WHEREAS, This Legislative Body is justly proud to honor Arlene W shnew
upon the occasion of her retirenent after nmany years of distinguished
service to the Vincent Smith School; this nonentous occasion wll be
celebrated with a Retirenment Party in her honor on Sunday, June 8, 2014,
at The Swan C ub, Roslyn, New York; and

VWHEREAS, Furthernore, in honor of Arlene Wshnew, the Board of Trus-
tees will establish The Wshnew Educati onal Schol arship Fund, which wll
provide tuition assistance to current and future Vincent Smth Schoo
students; and

WHEREAS, A true inspiration and nentor, Arlene Wshnew served the
Vincent Smith School for nore than three decades; she will officially
retire fromthe esteenmed position of Head of School at the end of the
current school year; and

VWHEREAS, Arlene Wshnew received both her bachelor's and master's
degrees from Long Island University C W Post College; after nore than
30 years, Arlene Wshnew approaches each day at Vincent Smth Schoo
(VSS) with the same ent husi asm she did when she drove on canpus for the
first time; and

WHEREAS, Arlene Wshnew joined the VSS staff as a | ower school cl ass-
room teacher before accepting multiple responsibilities as a Renedia
Readi ng Teacher and hi gh school English/Math Teacher; she |later noved up
the ranks to Principal before assuming the responsibility of Head of
School ; and

WHEREAS, Under the |um nous direction of Arlene Wshnew, VSS provides
a place for children which allows themto feel safe, nurtured and noti -
vated to succeed; nore than 85%of its students go on to college and
others on to post high school vocational prograns; and

VWHEREAS, Arlene Wshnew is an active nenber of the educational conmu-
nity and several professional organizations including, the Council for
Exceptional Children, the Nassau Counsel ors Association, the Long Island
Associ ati on of Special Education Adm nistrators, the National Center for
Learning Disabilities, CHADD, the International Dyslexia Association,
and the d andi ggers (Heads of School on Long Island); and

WHEREAS, A caring, conpetent and committed |eader, Arlene Wshnew s
character and integrity are the hallmarks of her life and work as a
school district |eader, a community volunteer and as a person; her quiet
approach and caring attitude creates confidence and |oyalty anong
col | eagues and friends alike; and

WHEREAS, The Port Washi ngton Comrunity is indeed fortunate and bl essed
to have such a dedicated and respected educati onal |eader for nore than
t hree decades; her wi sdom and contri butions reached into every class-
room and she truly nade a difference in the lives of those |ucky enough
to have worked with her; and

WHEREAS, Arlene Wshnew has continually denonstrated an inpressive
dedi cation, an unparalleled devotion and an unremtting enthusiasm for
the quality of the educational prograns and opportunities offered at the

Vincent Smith School for the benefit of its faculty and students, as



as for the entire conmmunity; and
WHEREAS, In conpleting her service as Head of School, Arlene W shnew

| eaves behind nore than mere bricks and nortar; she |eaves behind a
legacy to the residents of the Port Washi ngton conmunity and to future

generations of its students; now, therefore, be it
RESCLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
and for her

commend Arlene Wshnew upon the occasion of her retirenent,
significant contributions to education in New York State; and be it

further
RESCLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be tran-
smtted to Arl ene W shnew.
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