LEG SLATI VE RESCOLUTI ON honoring G ace Rutagengwa upon the occasi on of
her designation as recipient of the D stinguished Service Award by
Ful t on- Mont gonery Community Col | ege

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body to act, in accord with
its long-standing traditions, honoring the youth of today, and |eaders
of tonorrow, whose character and achi evenents best exenplify the ideals
and val ues cherished by this great State and Nation; and

WHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord with its |ong-
standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to honor
Grace Rutagengwa upon the occasion of her designation as recipient of
the Distinguished Service Anard by Ful ton-Mntgonery Comrunity Coll ege;
and

WHEREAS, Grace Rutagengwa is receiving this esteened honor for her
vol unteeri smas a student anmbassador, welcom ng new students to the
Johnst own canpus and conducting canpus tours, and for sharing her survi-
vor's story at local high schools, churches and at the United Nations;
and

WHEREAS, G ace Rutagengwa earned her associ ate degree at Ful ton- Mont -
gomery Community College this year, nmarking yet another big step al ong
an extraordinary journey for a survivor who endured the wunspeakable
horrors of the genocide in Rwanda in which her parents and three
siblings were killed; and

WHEREAS, G ace Rutagengwa, 22 years old, naintained a 3.0 GPA with
English being her fifth |Ianguage; she proudly accepted her diploma from
Robin DeVito, a nother of two who becane her guardian and surrogate
not her several years ago and who rai sed her as her own; and

WHEREAS, Friends dubbed Rutagengwa "Anmazing G ace" after |earning of
the atrocities she endured; Grace was the youngest of four children
rai sed on her famly's prosperous farmin Ntyazo in southern Rwanda; and

WHEREAS, Her parents were well-educated nenbers of the mnority
Tutsis; they enpl oyed farnmhands who were Hutus, the nmjority ethnic
group; in the spring of 1994, ethnic tensions boiled over and ended in
Africa's worst genocide in nodern tines; and

WHEREAS, G ace Rutagengwa net Robin DeVito, who took her into her hone
i n Duanesburg, and in 2011, she graduated from Duanesburg H gh Schoo
with a Regents diploma and schol astic awards; and

WHEREAS,  Grace Rutagengwa was the subject of a 2011 TIMES UN ON
profile; Robin DeVito and Grace noved in 2012 to an apartnment in Anster-
dam New York; and

WHEREAS, An exanpl e of incredi ble perseverance, Grace Rutagengwa truly
wor ked hard; currently, she works at St. Mary's Hospital in Ansterdam as
a patient assistant in the radiology departnment and plans to continue
her education at FMCC studying radiology wth a goal of beconm ng a
radi ol ogy technician; and

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body that when individ-
uals of such noble ains and acconplishnments are brought to our atten-
tion, they should be cel ebrated and recogni zed by all the citizens of
this great Enpire State; now, therefore, be it

RESCLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
honor Grace Rutagengwa upon the occasion of her designation as recipient
of the D stinguished Service Award by Fulton-Mntgomery Comrunity
Col | ege, and best w shes for a future of purposeful success and well -be-
ing; and be it further

RESCLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be tran-
smtted to Gace Rutagengwa.



