LEG SLATI VE RESCOLUTI ON comrendi ng Tony Danza upon the occasion of his
sel ection as 2014 Italian-American Day Honoree

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body to pay tribute to
those individuals of true purpose and worthy acconplishnent who foster
ethnic pride and strive to preserve their cultural heritage, thereby
enhancing the profile of cultural diversity which strengthens the fabric
of conmunity throughout this great Enpire State; and

WHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord with its |ong-
standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to conmend
Tony Danza upon the occasion of his selection as 2014 Italian-Anerican
Day Honoree; and

WHEREAS, Born and raised in Brooklyn, New York, actor and humanitarian
Tony Danza has starred on sone of television's nost bel oved series, and
is one of Anerica' s nost beloved entertainers; for nore than 30 years,
this celebrity has delighted television, film and stage audiences wth
his performances, and has inpacted countless lives through his nany
vol unteer efforts; and

WHEREAS, Tony Danza is the oldest son of proud Italian Anerican
parents who truly believed in the Arerican dream and who nodel ed commu-
nity and famly values; his father, Matty, was a Brooklyn sanitation
wor ker, while his nother, Anne, an immigrant fromthe Sicilian province
of Trapani, worked as a bookkeeper; and

WHEREAS, Tony Danza and his famly noved to the Long Island conmunity
of Mal verne, Nassau County, when he was 14; after graduating from
Mal verne Hi gh School, he attended the University of Dubugue on a westl -
i ng schol arship, earning a bachelor's degree in history education; and

WHEREAS, Wiile earning a living as a professional boxer, Tony Danza
was "di scovered" and eventually cast in the critically-acclainmed tele-
vision series "Taxi," earning hima place in television history, and
maki ng hi m a househol d nane; this was followed by a starring role in the
series "Who's the Boss?," which ran for eight seasons and broke al
syndi cati on records; and

WHEREAS, This nultifaceted entertainer next explored his love for the
stage; his many stage credits include his theatrical debut in WRONG TURN
AT LUNGFI SH (1993), for which he earned an Quter Critic's Circle Award
nom nation; the critically-acclainmed THE | CEMAN COVETH, Arthur Mller's
Tony Award-w nning play, A VIEWFROM THE BRI DGE; and Ml Brooks's hit
nmusi cal , THE PRODUCERS, playi nhg Max Bi al yst ock; and

WHEREAS, Tony Danza has al so appeared on the big screen in such filns
as ANGELS I N THE OUTFI ELD, SHE'S OUT OF CONTROL, THE HOLLYWOOD KNI GHTS,
and A BROOKLYN STATE OF M ND; and

WHEREAS, Proud of his heritage, Tony Danza and his son, Marc, wote
DON' T FILL UP ON THE ANTI PASTO. TONY DANZA'S FATHER- SON COOKBOOK, in
whi ch they share favorite famly recipes, and stories about their Itali-
an immgrant famly history; and

WHEREAS, From 2009 to 2010, this extraordinary man took on the chal -
| enge of teaching tenth-grade English at Philadel phia's Northeast Hi gh
School ; his anmazing experience was taped and aired in the | auded seven-
part docunentary series, "Teach," and, in Septenber 2012, his accl ai ned
reflection of his teaching experience, "I'D LIKE TO APOLOG ZE TO EVERY
TEACHER | EVER HAD: MY YEAR AS A ROOKI E TEACHER AT NORTHEAST HI GH, " was
rel eased; and

WHEREAS, Tony Danza cares passionately about young people and devotes
consi derable time and energies to initiatives ained towards making a
difference for vyouth; he is a regular volunteer and nmentor at the New
York City Al Stars Project, which transforns the Ilives of youth and

poor comunities through performance, and he volunteers for the New



Yor k- based Voi ces Agai nst Brain Cancer; and

WHEREAS, In addition, Tony Danza is a participant in Only Mke
Bel i eve, which provides interactive theatre experiences for children in
hospitals and care facilities; he organizes and hosts an annua
student/teacher talent show fundrai ser at Northeast H gh School, and
this energetic man recently joined the board of the New York City Police
Athletic League where he wll focus his efforts on strengthening the
rel ati onship between the city's youth and the police departnent; and

WHEREAS, |n 2010, Tony Danza received the Inspire Anard from AARP THE
MAGAZI NE, recognizing him as a person who inspires others to action
t hrough their innovative thinking, passion and perseverance; he was al so
honored by USA TODAY at its 2013 National Make A Difference Day Awards
for his commtnment to helping others through his nunmerous charity
efforts; and

WHEREAS, Tony Danza has truly distinguished hinself in his career and
community invol verent, and the Italian-Anerican community and all of New
York State has profited greatly from his talent, dedication, and
service; now, therefore, be it

RESCLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
commend Tony Danza upon the occasion of being selected as 2014 Italian-
Aneri can Day Honoree; and be it further

RESCLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be tran-
smtted to Tony Danza.



