LEG SLATI VE RESOLUTI ON honoring Sheriff Kevin E. Wal sh upon the occasion
of his retirement after 20 years of distinguished service as Onondaga
County Sheriff

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body to recogni ze and honor
t hose distinguished citizens who would devote thenselves to public
service protection, denonstrating great courage and diligence in provid-
ing for the care and welfare of the citizens of their communities and
this great Enpire State; and

WHEREAS, Wthin every conmmunity of the State of New York there are
certain individuals who, by virtue of their commitnment and dedicati on,
command the respect and admration of their community for their exem
plary contributions and service on behalf of others; and

WHEREAS, This Legislative Body is justly proud to honor Sheriff Kevin
E. Wal sh upon the occasion of his retirenent after 20 years of distin-
gui shed service as Onondaga County Sheriff; and

VWHEREAS, Kevin E. Walsh was raised in Skaneateles, New York, and
attended col |l ege at SUNY Gswego, Oswego, New York; and

WHEREAS, After graduation, Kevin E. Walsh entered the United States
Arny serving as a mlitary policeman in Korea and Gernany, and |later as
a helicopter door gunner on nore than 250 conbat missions in Vietnam
where he was awarded the Purple Heart and the Air Medal with nine clus-
ters; and

WHEREAS, Following his mlitary service, Kevin E  Wialsh joined the
Onondaga County Sheriff's Ofice in 1966 as a deputy sheriff, where he
subsequently held several high-profile positions including: Detective
Commander, Director of the Police Acadeny, and Conmander of the Northern
Police District; he was credited wth founding the Sheriff's Ofice
Abused Persons Unit, and the Rape Prevention Program prior to retiring
as Captain in 1986; and

VWHEREAS, From 1986 to 1994, Kevin E. Walsh served as Director of
Public Safety at the SUNY Col |l ege of Environnental Science and Forestry,
during which time he was elected to the Onondaga County Legislature
serving three terns, and as Chairman of the Public Safety Comm ttee from
1990 to 1994; and

WHEREAS, Kevin E. Wal sh was el ected Onondaga County Sheriff in Novem
ber 1994, and over the course of his career, oversaw nany inportant
changes to the departnment including: the transition fromthe Public
Safety Building Jail to the state-of-the-art Onondaga County Justice
Center, educational progranm ng for inmates, comunity policing, expan-
sion of the DARE program and Sheriff bicycle patrols; and

VWHEREAS, Kevin E. Wal sh al so founded the Air-1-Task Force, which Iled
to the replacenent of an aging airship with a state-of-the-art helicop-
ter which provided val uable services in |law enforcenent, fire and ener-
gency services; and

WHEREAS, During his tenure as Onondaga County Sheriff, Kevin E. Wl sh
oversaw many high profile investigations including: John Janelske's
under ground dungeon, the Stacy Castor nurder case, the Jenni Lynn \Watson
i nvestigation, and the traffic stop taser incident in 2009; and

WHEREAS, Additionally, as an active nenber of the community, Kevin E
Wal sh has served as a volunteer at the Rape Crisis Center, Anerican
Legi on, Kni ghts of Col unbus, Onondaga Citizens League, St. Patrick's Day
Parade Conmittee, St. Rose of Lima Church, Vietnam Veterans of Anerica,
Mlitary Order of the Purple Heart, and as an adjunct faculty nmenber at
Keuka Community Col | ege; and

WHEREAS, Throughout his career, Kevin E. Wil sh's numerous professiona
affiliations have included the New York State Law Enforcenent Training

Directors Association, E-911 Advisory Conmmittee, the National Sheriff's



Associ ation, and the Crimnal Justice Advisory Board; and

WHEREAS, Kevin E. Walsh will officially retire on Wednesday, Decenber
31, 2014, as Onondaga County's |l ongest serving Sheriff, having served
five terns in the position; and

WHEREAS, Currently, Kevin E. Walsh resides in North Syracuse, New
York, with his wife, Joan, a forner energency room nurse, and the couple
has three adult children, Shannon, Kelly and Kevin; and

WHEREAS, It is the practice of this Legislative Body that those dedi-
cated public servants, who unselfishly devote their lives to the preser-
vation of order and the protection of others, are worthy of praise for
their conm tnent and nobl e endeavors; now, therefore, be it

RESCLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
honor Sheriff Kevin E. Wal sh upon the occasion of his retirenent after
nore than 20 years of distinguished service as Onondaga County Sheriff;
and be it further

RESCLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be tran-
smtted to Sheriff Kevin E. Wl sh.



