LEG SLATIVE  RESOLUTION  comrenorati ng t he 204t h Anni versary of
Argentina's First National Governnent

WHEREAS, Argentina and the Buenos Aires province were part of the former
Territory of the Rio de la Plata which becane the Viceroyalty of the Rio
de la Plata in 1776; and

WHEREAS, The Viceroyalty of the RRo de la Plata was of significant
econoni ¢ and political inmportance to Spain; and

WHEREAS, In May of 1810 whil e Napol eon | ed an invasion of Spain under
Ferdi nand VI1, the Buenos Aires Province garnered the power to call for
a convention to establish sovereign governance; and

WHEREAS, During the week of May 18 through 27, thousands of revol u-
tionaries in Buenos Aires gathered in the Plaza de Myo denanding an
open di al ogue with their governnent; and

WHEREAS, This week becane known as May Wek - the week that a revol u-
tionary Junta established significant authority thus becom ng the foca
poi nt of Argentine history; and

WHEREAS, In what the Argentine people call an Open Cabildo,
Argentina's first national sovereign governnment was created by the
Rul i ng of May 25, established in 1810 by the Cabildo; and

WHEREAS, Just as inportantly, the Junta adopted the Ruling of My
28t h; and

WHEREAS, The aforenmentioned rulings jointly established the authority
of the First Junta which evolved into a |arger Junta governing all the
provi nces and created a Triunvirate which established the Provisiona
Statute of the Superior Governnment of the United Provinces of the Rio de
la Plata; and

WHEREAS, A Second Triunvirate in Cctober of 1812, called for a genera
constitutional assenbly first neeting as the Assenbly of 1813 - the
first legislative neeting of its kind in what would becone Argentina;
and

WHEREAS, The Assenbly of 1813 did not establish a constitution, which
was the main objective for its creation, but did establish a coat of
arms, an anthem a currency, and nost inportantly, the national holiday
of May 25th - representing the single nost recognized act toward inde-
pendence; and

WHEREAS, Though Argentina did not becone fully independent of Spain
until July 9, 1816, the initial creation of a government wth distinc-
tive executive, legislative and judicial functions was necessary for the
wel | - bei ng of the Argentine people; and

WHEREAS, WMany Argentine people have nmade New York their home, and this
Legi slative Body, representing the people of the State of New York, is
pl eased to thank the Argentine people for their <contributions to this
great Enpire State; now, therefore, be it

RESCLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
commenorate the 204th Anniversary of Argentina' s First National Govern-
ment; and be it further

RESCLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be tran-
smtted to Anbassador Jose Luis Perez Gabilondo, Consul General of
Argentina in New York.



