LEG SLATIVE RESOLUTION nenorializing Governor Andrew M Cuonp to
procl ai m Sept enber 27, 2014, Gay Men's H V/AIDS Awareness Day in the
State of New York, in conjunction with the observance of National Gay
Men's H V/ Al DS Awar eness Day

WHEREAS, It is the customof this Legislative Body to recognize officia
days that are set aside to increase awareness of serious public health
i ssues that affect the lives of citizens of New York State; and

WHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord with its |ong-
standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to nenorial-
ize Governor Andrew M Cuonp to procl ai m Septenber 27, 2014, Gay Men's
H V/ Al DS Awareness Day in the State of New York, in conjunction with the
observance of National Gay Men's H V/ Al DS Awar eness Day; and

WHEREAS, National Gay Men's H V/AIDS Awareness Day is a tinme to
reflect on the heavy toll of HV anong gay and bi sexual nen and acknow -
edge the contributions they have nmade in the fight against H 'V and Al DS;
and

WHEREAS, Since the first cases of AIDS was reported in five gay nmen in
1981, gay and bisexual nen across the United States have been at the
center of the epidemc; and

WHEREAS, Gay and bisexual nen bear the greatest burden of this
di sease, accounting for alnost two-thirds of all new infections in 2010;
t hey al so, however, have been at the forefront of fighting this disease;
many have hel ped shape the research agenda and wor ked with organi zati ons
that provide HV services; and

WHEREAS, Mbre than one-third of Gay and bi sexual nmen who are H V posi -
tive don't know it; knowi ng one's status and getting linked to treatnent
if positive are critical to protecting personal health as well as
preventing the spread of this disease; and

WHEREAS, The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) recom
mends anyone at high risk for HV fromsexual activity or injection drug
use be tested at | east once a year; sexually active gay nen may benefit
fromnore frequent testing, such as every 3 to 6 nonths; and

WHEREAS, National Gay Men's H V/ AIDS Awareness Day will be celebrated
in cities across the United States on Septenber 27, 2014, to educate the
public on HWVADS in the gay and bisexual community, as well as to
pronote regular testing and prevention methods; and

WHEREAS, It is inperative that there be greater public awareness of
this serious public health issue, and nore nust be done to increase
activity at the local, State and national |evels; now, therefore, be it

RESCLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
nmenorialize Governor Andrew M Cuono to procl ai m Sept enber 27, 2014,
Gay Men's HI V/ Al DS Awareness Day in the State of New York, in conjunc-
tion wth the observance of National Gay Men's H V/ Al DS Awar eness Day;
and be it further

RESCLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be tran-
smtted to The Honorabl e Andrew M Cuonp, CGovernor of the State of New
Yor k.



