LEG SLATI VE RESOLUTI ON honori ng Sergeant Shawn M Farrell 11 posthunous-
|y upon the occasion of his designation as recipient of a Liberty Mdal,
the highest honor bestowed wupon an individual by the New York State
Senat e

VWHEREAS, Menbers of the Arned Services fromthe State of New York, who
have served so faithfully and courageously when our Nation's freedom was
at stake, as well as in the preservation of peace during peacetine,
deserve a special salute fromthis Legislative Body; and

WHEREAS, The dedication and sacrifices of our mlitary personne
ensure our continued role as a Nation which enbodies the ideals of
denocracy, and is a defender of liberty for peoples throughout the
wor | d; and

WHEREAS, This Legislative Body is justly proud to honor Sergeant Shawn
M Farrell |1 posthunously upon the occasion of his designation as
reci pient of a Liberty Medal, the highest honor bestowed upon an indi-
vi dual by the New York State Senate; and

WHEREAS, The New York State Senate Liberty Medal was established by a
resolution in 2014 and is awarded to individuals who have nerited
special comendation for exceptional, heroic, or humanitarian acts on
behal f of their fell ow New Yorkers; and

WHEREAS, Sergeant Shawn M Farrell |1 died on Monday, April 28, 2014,
at the age of 24, while serving his country in Afghanistan; and

WHEREAS, A 2008 graduate of Rondout Valley H gh School, Sergeant Shawn
M Farrell Il was the son of Heather Stokes and Shawn Farrell; and

WHEREAS, Sergeant Shawn M Farrell |1 began serving his country as a
menber of the United States Arny National Guard in his senior year of
high school at a reserve unit in Bullville, New York; after graduation,
he went into active duty in Fort Riley, Kansas; and

WHEREAS, Sergeant Shawn M Farrell |1 was assigned to the 1st Battal-
ion, 32nd Infantry Reginment of the 10th Mouuntain Division' s 3rd Brigade
Conbat Team based in Fort Drum New York; and

WHEREAS, A man who was privileged to serve his country, Sergeant Shawn

M Farrell Il first deployed to Afghanistan in 2010; three years |ater,
he left for his second tour of duty there; and
WHEREAS, Sergeant Shawn M Farrell Il was called upon to contribute

his time and talents to countless civic and charitable endeavors and
al ways gave of hinmself unstintingly; before entering the United States
Arny, he donated his hair to Locks of Love, a charitable agency that
hel ps individuals wth cancer and other diseases that result in hair
| oss; and

WHEREAS, In addition to his parents, Sergeant Shawn M Farrell 11 is
survived by his wife, Allison, his stepfather, David, three brothers and
two sisters, as well as many other relatives, all of whomfeel privi-
| eged to have been a part of his |ife and rejoice in his achievenents;
and

WHEREAS, Today, the bravery and wllingness of Sergeant Shawn M
Farrell 1l to fight for the Iives of his fellow hunman bei ngs, continues
to inspire, and is deserving of the highest honor by all defenders of
freedom and

WHEREAS, Residents of this great State nust never forget the courage
with which these men and wonen served their country, and nmust recognize
that no greater debt is owed than that owed to those who gave their
lives for their beloved Nation and to those who continue to be m ssing
in action; and

WHEREAS, The freedons and security we cherish as Anericans cone at a
very high price for those serving in the mlitary in tinmes of conflict;

it is fitting and proper that we who are the beneficiaries of those who



risk their |lives, leaving their famlies behind, express our appreci-
ation and eternal gratitude for their sacrifices and courageous acts;
now, therefore, be it

RESCLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
honor Sergeant Shawn M Farrell |1 posthunously upon the occasion of his
designation as recipient of a Liberty Medal, the highest honor bestowed
upon an individual by the New York State Senate; and be it further

RESCLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be tran-
smtted to the famly of Sergeant Shawn M Farrell 11.



