LEG SLATIVE RESOLUTION nenorializing Governor Andrew M Cuonp to
proclaimApril 20-26, 2014, as Abusive Head Trauma/ Shaken Baby Syndrone
Awar eness Week in the State of New York

WHEREAS, The nopst recent statistics conpiled by the federal governnent
estimate that 686,000 children were victinms of abuse and neglect in the
United States in 2012, of whom 19.9 percent were under one year of age;
and

VWHEREAS, That statistic includes 68,375 children in New York State, of
whom 6, 720 were under one year of age; and

WHEREAS, On an average day in the United States, at |least four chil-
dren will die as a consequence of abuse or neglect by a parent or other
person entrusted with their care; and

WHEREAS, Children younger than one year of age accounted for 44.4
percent of all child abuse and neglect fatalities in 2012, and children
four years of age or younger account for 70.3 percent of all child abuse
and neglect fatalities in 2012; and

WHEREAS, The | eadi ng cause of death of abused children under age five
is Abusive Head Traunmm, including the inflicted trauma known as Shaken
Baby Syndrone; and

WHEREAS, On average 1,200 to 1,400 children in the United States are
di agnosed wth AHI/SBS every year, and nedical experts believe many
addi tional cases are |ikely m sdiagnosed or undetected; and

WHEREAS, Shaken Baby Syndrome and other inflicted head trauma occurs
when a caregiver |oses control and shakes a baby or young child, nost
frequently |l ess than one year of age but in sone cases as old as five
years of age, resulting in loss of vision, brain damage, paralysis,
sei zures, or death; and

WHEREAS, Shaken Baby Syndrone often causes pernanent, irreparable
brain danage or death to an infant, and may result in nore than
$1, 000,000 in nedical and rehabilitation costs for the care of a single
di sabled child during the first years of life; and

WHEREAS, A grow ng body of nmedical evidence indicates that even mld
trauma to the brain caused by AHT/SBS is likely to cause |earning disa-
bilities in children and substantially increase the risk of substance
abuse; and

VWHEREAS, The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention estimated in
2011 that the average cost of child maltreatnent is $210, 012 over the
course of a victimis lifetine, including the costs of child welfare,
special education, crimnal justice expenses, nedical care and | ost
productivity as an adult; and

WHEREAS, It is estinmated that the taxpayers of the State of New York
may, though the State Medicaid program pay as nmuch as 41% of the
nmedi cal and rehabilitation costs of inflicted head injuries; and

VWHEREAS, The Centers for Disease Control estimates child abuse costs
our nation nore than $124 billion a year, and the cost of child abuse in
New York State is estimated to exceed $13 billion a year; and

WHEREAS, The nost effective way to end AHT/ SBS is by educating parents
and caregivers about the danger of shaking children and providing the
skills needed to cope with frustration and anger, and the mnimal costs
of educational and preventative progranms nmay avert enornous nedi cal and
di sability costs and untold grief for many fanmlies; and

WHEREAS, Evi dence-based educati on and awar eness prograns, such as the
nationally recognized New York SBS Prevention Project, devel oped by Dr.
Mark Dias with the support of the NYS Children and Fam |ies Trust Fund,
and inplenented in collaboration wth Kalieda Health Wnen and Chil -
dren's Hospital of Buffalo and the Maria Fareri Children's Hospital of

West chester, are shown to raise awareness and provide critically inmnpor-



tant informati on about SBS to parents, caregivers, daycare workers, and
heal th care professionals; and

WHEREAS, The NYS Ofice of Children and Fam |y Services supports the
wor k of hospital based education prograns through the efforts of the
Safe Babies New York program bringing this and other inportant safety
information to the famlies of 160,000 babies born | ast year in New York
State; and

WHEREAS, Hone visiting progranms, such as Healthy Famlies New York,
the Nurse Famly Partnership, and other progranms for new parents show
great prom se for preventing naltreatnent; and

WHEREAS, These prevention efforts are supported by national groups
such as the Anerican Acadeny of Pediatrics, Prevent Child Abuse Anerica
and the National Center for Shaken Baby Syndronme, as well as individuals
and organi zations in New York State, such as Prevent Child Abuse New
York, the Cynthia G bbs Foundation, and the SKIPPER Initiative, who work
to educate new parents and caregivers, increase awareness anong the
general public and professionals, and encourage increased support for
victime and their famlies in the health care and crinmnal justice
systens; and

WHEREAS, The New York State Legislature has enacted legislation to
hel p increase awareness of AHI/SBS by requiring that: hospitals offer
witten information about Shaken Baby Syndrone (2001); new child care
providers be educated about the causes, consequences and prevention of
SBS before they are licensed to care for children (2003); hospitals to
offer new parents the opportunity to watch a video about the causes,
consequences and prevention of SBS so that they can help protect their
child from shaking injuries (2004); the Health Departnent coordinate a
st at ew de canpaign to educate the public about the causes, consequences
and prevention of SBS (2006); the Education Departmnment provide a curric-
ulum on SBS to schools so that students, who not only may be parents
some day, but who nmay be babysitting for vyoung children now, are
educat ed about the inportance of coping skills (2006); and

WHEREAS, This Legislative Body w shes to conmend those advocates,
organi zati ons and agencies of State, county and | ocal governnents which
wor k continuously and tirelessly to educate parents and caregi vers about
t he causes, consequences and prevention of SBS and other inflicted inju-
ries; and

WHEREAS, This Legislative Body particularly wi shes to recognize the
nurse educators who provide education to new parents at New York's
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maternity hospitals so that every new parent has the opportunity to
| earn how they can help protect their child from shaking injuries; now,
therefore, be it

RESCLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
menorial i ze Governor Andrew M Cuonp to proclaimApril 20-26, 2014, as
Abusi ve Head Trauma Shaken Baby Syndrone Awareness Wek in the State of
New York; and be it further

RESCLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be tran-
smtted to The Honorabl e Andrew M Cuonp, CGovernor of the State of New
Yor k.



