LEG SLATIVE RESOCLUTION rmourning the death of Ralph C WIlson, Jr.,
founder and owner of the NFL's Buffalo Bills, distinguished citizen and
devoted nenber of his comunity

WHEREAS, It is the customof this Legislative Body to pay tribute to
citizens whose lifework and civic endeavor served to enhance the quality
of life in their communities and the great State of New York; and

WHEREAS, Born on Cctober 17, 1918, in Col unbus, GChio, Ralph C. WIson,
Jr. died on Tuesday, March 25, 2014, at the age of 95; and

WHEREAS, Ralph C. Wlson, Jr. grew up in Detroit, Mchigan, graduated
fromthe University of Virginia, and attended the University of M chigan
Law School ; and

WHEREAS, At the University of Virginia, Ralph C. WIlson, Jr. joined
the Phi Delta Theta fraternity; and

WHEREAS, Ralph C. Wlson, Jr. enlisted in the United States Navy and
served his country in both the Atlantic and Pacific Theaters during
Wrld VWar I1; and

VWHEREAS, After the war ended, he took over the successful insurance
business of his father and invested in Mchigan area m nes and facto-
ries,; he eventual |y pur chased sever al manuf act uri ng outl ets,

construction firms, and radio stations, and founded Ral ph Wl son I ndus-
tries; and

WHEREAS, Ral ph C. WIlson, Jr. distinguished hinself in his profession
and by his sincere dedication and substantial contribution to the
wel fare of his conmunity; and

WHEREAS, The founder and owner of the NFL's Buffalo Bills, Ralph C
Wl son, Jr. was al so one of the founding owners of the Anmerican Foot bal
League, the |l eague that the NFL nmerged with in 1970, and was the | ast of
the original AFL owners; and

WHEREAS, Under the ownership of Ralph C. WIlson, Jr., the Buffalo
Bills won four consecutive AFL Chanpi onshi ps, 1990-1993, naki ng them one
of the npbst successful teans of that era; and

WHEREAS, Ralph C. Wlson, Jr. was inducted into the PRO FOOTBALL HALL
OF FAME on August 8, 2009; at the tine of his death, he was the ol dest
owner in the National Football League; and

WHEREAS, Arned with a humanistic spirit and inbued with a sense of
conpassion, Ralph C. WIlson, Jr. |eaves behind a |l egacy which will 1ong
endure the passage of time and will remain as a conforting nmenory to al
he served and befriended; now, therefore, be it

RESCLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
nmourn the death of Ralph C. Wlson, Jr., founder and owner of the NFL's
Buffalo Bills, distinguished citizen, and devoted nenber of his conmmuni -
ty; and be it further

RESCLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be tran-
smtted to the famly of Ralph C. WIlson, Jr.



