LEG SLATI VE RESOLUTI ON rnourni ng the death of Paul Col by, distinguished
citizen and devoted nenber of his community

WHEREAS, It is the customof this Legislative Body to pay tribute to
citizens of the State of New York whose |ifework and civic endeavor
served to enhance the quality of life in their communities and the great
State of New York; and

WHEREAS, Paul Col by, the longtinme owner of Geenwich Village's folk
music club The Bitter End, died on February 13, 2014, at the age of 96;
and

WHEREAS, Born in Phil adel phia on Cctober 4, 1917, Paul Colby and his
famly noved to the Lower East Side of Manhattan when he was five years
ol d; he studied textile production in high school and served in the
United States Arny where he worked as a shipping clerk; and

WHEREAS, Paul Col by di stinguished hinself in his profession and by his
sincere dedication and substantial contribution to the welfare of his
comunity; and

WHEREAS, Paul Col by entered the nusic business when he was hired by a
publi shing conpany to deliver sheet nusic; he worked his way up the
ranks to nusic pronoter, and was often used by Frank Sinatra for
personal errands; and

WHEREAS, After struggling in the mnmusic industry, Paul Col by began a
busi ness naking furniture, which he <continued for ten years before
deciding he wanted to be a part of the rising nmusic scene in G eenw ch
Village; and

WHEREAS, Paul Col by purchased The Bitter End, |ocated at 147 Bl eecker
Street near LaGuardia Place, in 1974 after spending nearly a decade as
t he manager and booking agent; it is New York City's oldest rock and
roll club; and

WHEREAS, Paul Col by has touched the hearts of countless nusicians and
patrons and hel ped to | aunch many great careers in the nusic industry
some of which include Bob Dylan, Joni Mtchell, Stevie Wnder, Janes
Tayl or, and countl ess others; and

WHEREAS, |n addition, he showcased such conmedians as Billy Crystal,
Bill Cosby, and Ray Ronmano, and was instrunental in the devel opnent of
the venue as a cornerstone of the Greenwich Village conmunity; and

WHEREAS, Paul Col by's commtnent to excellence, and his spirit of
humanity, carried over into all fields of enterprise, including charita-
bl e and civic endeavors; and

WHEREAS, Anobng nunerous awards and accol ades, Paul Col by was honored
in 2013 by the Cvic Association Friends of LaGuardia Place for his
contributions to the community; and

WHEREAS, Paul Colby is survived by his wife, Panela Ann WI son, and
his brother, Mrty; and

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body to pay proper trib-
ute to individuals of great character whose lives exenplify the highest
i deal s of humanity; and

WHEREAS, Arned with a humanistic spirit, inbued with a sense of
conpassion, and conforted by a loving fam |y, Paul Col by | eaves behind a
| egacy which wll long endure the passage of tine and will remain as a

conforting nmenory to all he served and befriended; now, therefore, be it
RESCLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
nmourn the death of Paul Col by, distinguished citizen and devoted nenber
of his community; and be it further
RESCLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be tran-
smtted to the famly of Paul Col by.



