LEG SLATI VE RESOLUTI ON comenorating the 50th Anniversary of the Cele-
brate |Israel Parade

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body, in keeping wth its
ti me-honored traditions, to recognize and observe events which foster
ethnic pride and enhance the profile of cultural diversity which
strengthens the fabric of the conmunities of New York State; and

WHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord with its |ong-
standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to join the
Jewi sh Cormunity Rel ati ons Council of New York in comrenorating the 50th
Anni versary of the Cel ebrate |Israel Parade; and

WHEREAS, For 50 years, the Celebrate |Israel Parade has provided a
speci al opportunity to pay tribute to the rich history and culture of
the State of Israel and to affirmthe enduring bond between our great
nations; and

WHEREAS, Thi s auspicious Parade features hundreds of thousands of
spectators in addition to tens of thousands of costuned participants
mar ching up New York City's Fifth Avenue; and

WHEREAS, The State of New York has been enriched by mllions of Jew sh
nmen and worren since they first arrived in New Ansterdam in 1654; whether
they were born in New York or arrived after fleeing persecution, pogrons
or the horrors of the Hol ocaust, they have shaped our national character
with their wi sdom and heritage; and

WHEREAS, Their unwavering faith, commtnent to famly and comunity,
tradition of service to others, and their dedication to |earning, the
arts and social justice have nade extraordinary contributions to every
sector of our society; and

WHEREAS, Israel and New York State are |linked and share many inextri-
cable attributes; Israel nay be the 100th smallest country in the world,

but, like New York, its society is extrenely diverse, with nore than 60
different cultures; and
WHEREAS, It is also the |argest imm grant-absorbing nation on earth;

immgrants flock to Israel and to New York in search of denocracy, reli-
gi ous freedom and greater econom c opportunity; and

WHEREAS, The Cel ebrate Israel Parade offers a great opportunity to
extol this inspiring and unifying narrative; the United States woul d not
be the country nor would New York be the State it is without the
achi evenents and profound contributions of Jewi sh Anericans and |srael-
is; now, therefore, be it

RESCLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
commenorate the 50t h Anniversary of the Cel ebrate |Israel Parade; and be
it further

RESCLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be tran-
smtted to the Jewi sh Comunity Rel ati ons Council of New York.



