LEG SLATI VE RESOLUTI ON comrenorati ng the Duanesburg Historical Society
upon the occasion of celebrating its 70th Anniversary

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body to comend the efforts
of those organi zati ons who seek to bring recognition to historical plac-
es wthin the State of New York, and in doing so, help to ensure that
the conplete history of our State and Nation is preserved and shared
with present generations of citizens; and

WHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord with its |[|ong-
standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to conmem
orate the Duanesburg Hi storical Society in Duanesburg, New York, upon
the occasion of celebrating its 70th Anniversary; and

WHEREAS, W th 25 enthusiastic charter nenbers, the Duanesburg Hi stor-
i cal Society was organized in April of 1944, as a branch of the venera-
bl e Schenectady Hi storical Society; and

WHEREAS, Duane Feat her st onhaugh, President of the Schenectady Hi stor-
ical Society and a Duanesburg resident, facilitated the start-up of this
new organi zation; as the great, great, great grandson of Judge Janes
Duane, the 18th century founder of Duanesburg, he took a special and
personal interest in the Society's success, and provided know edgeable
| eader shi p as needed; and

WHEREAS, For 70 years, this organization has been supported by a
conti nuous vital, engaged nmenbership connected to the land, its people,
its stories, its history, its folklore, its visible and invisible past,
evincing a willingness and interest in presenting the know edge of
Duanesburg's rich history; and

WHEREAS, The Town of Duanesburg has | ong been defined as a crossroads,
beginning from a time when only Indian trails crisscrossed the forests
of the interior to arrive at Fort Orange on the Hudson, a port for the
| ucrative beaver pelt trade; and

WHEREAS, Primtive roads stretching westward from both Al bany and
Schenect ady toward vague and future destinations, were the early routes
to the frontier, which lay at first just beyond the waters of the Scho-
harie Creek; these were followed by nore dependable roads and bridges
over which drovers noved |ivestock and produce to narket, and supported
by a string of inns and taverns, sone of which are still standing along
what is now known as Route 20; and

WHEREAS, In the 19th Century, one of Duanesburg' s towns, Del anson,
becanme a thriving rail center, bustling with trade, boasting hotels, a
roundhouse, and the largest coal yard in the world; followi ng the world
wars, the crossroads at Duanesburg becane sonething of a tourist hub as
famlies piled into autonobiles, setting off to see the United States of
Anerica, requiring food and |odging along the way, all of which Duanes-
burg worked hard to supply; and

WHEREAS, As in nmany communities across the great State of New York,
remnants of the past lie all around; the Duanesburg Historical Society
quietly honors its mandate to proclaimand preserve their significant
realities of Duanesburg's illustrious history; and

WHEREAS, The Duanesburg Hi storical Society provides its community with
nont hl y prograns, special events, the encouragenent of student projects,
and through the vyears, producing available print materials i1ncluding
bull etins, newsletters, and newspaper articles; and

WHEREAS, | n 2005, the Duanesburg Historical Society, in collaboration
with the Town of Princetown, published a Pictorial Directory of historic
photos, and beginning in 2009, three volunes of collected nenories,
stories, and researched history of the township wer e gat her ed,
publ i shed, and nade available to the public; and

WHEREAS, This Legislative Body is pleased to have this opportunity to



express its highest admration for the Duanesburg Historical Society,
and for all of the individuals who have worked to bring proper attention
to a place and tinme which nmerits recognition in the grand panorama of
the history of our State and Nation; and

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body that when organi za-
tions of such noble ains and acconplishnents are brought to our atten-
tion, they should be recognized by all the citizens of this great Enpire
State; now, therefore, be it

RESCLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
commenor at e the Duanesburg Historical Society upon the occasion of cele-
brating its 70th Anniversary; and be it further

RESCLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be tran-
smtted to the Duanesburg Historical Society.



