LEG SLATI VE RESOLUTI ON comenorating the 60th Anniversary of the addi-
tion of the words "under God" to the United States Pledge of Allegiance
to be recogni zed on February 10, 2014

WHEREAS, On February 10, 1954, Senator Honmer Ferguson of M chigan intro-
duced a bill in the United States Congress to amend the Pl edge of Alle-
gi ance by addi ng the words "under God" to the text of the pledge; and

WHEREAS, February 10, 1954, was chosen as the date to introduce the
bill by Senator Ferguson because it was to recogni ze the five-year anni-
versary of the inprisonnent of Cardinal Joseph M ndszenty of Hungary,
who was i nprisoned and tortured by Conmunists for his sernons exposing
the goal of Communismto eradicate all religion; and

WHEREAS, Speeches were delivered in Congress by nenbers of both poli-
tical parties, honoring Cardinal M ndszenty and enphasi zing the threat
posed to America by Conmuni sm and

WHEREAS, Upon introduction of the bill, Senator Ferguson conmented, "I
believe this nodification of the pledge is inportant because it high-
lights one of the real fundanmental differences between the free world
and the Communist world, nanely, belief in God," furthering that wth,
"Qur nation is founded on a fundanmental belief in God, and the first and
nost inportant reason for the existence of our Governnent is to protect
the God-given rights of our citizens. Spiritual values are every bit as
important to the defense and safety of our nation as are mlitary and
econom ¢ values."; and

WHEREAS, The vote to add "under God" to the United States Pl edge of
Al | egi ance was a unani nous vote; and

WHEREAS, On February 7, 1954, President Dwight D. Ei senhower becane
convi nced that adding the words "under God" to the United States Pl edge
of Allegiance would be the right thing to do after hearing Reverend
George Docherty preach that the phrase, "nation under God" was first
used in the Gettysburg Address and were appropriate to be added to the
United States Pledge of Allegiance because freedom"is defined by a
fundanental belief in God"; and

WHEREAS, The first tinme the United States Pledge of Allegiance was
recited was on Flag Day, June 14, 1954; and

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body to recognize and
honor such an inportant date which strengthens the ties of history that
bind us to our Religious heritage; now, therefore, be it

RESCLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
commenorate the 60th Anniversary of the addition of the words "under
God" to the United States Pledge of Allegiance to be recogni zed on
February 10, 2014.



