LEG SLATI VE RESOLUTI ON comendi ng Dr. Esneral da Si nmons upon the occa-
sion of being honored in conjunction with Woren's History Month 2014 in
the State of New York

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body to recogni ze and pay
tribute to those wonen of achievenent within the Enpire State who have
made strong contributions to their conmunities and who inspire others
t hrough their nodel citizenship; and

WHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord with its |[|ong-
standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to conmend
Dr. Esneral da Si mmons upon the occasion of being honored in conjunction
with Wonen's History Month 2014 in the State of New York; and

WHEREAS, Wonen of every race, class, and ethnic background have nade
i nval uabl e contributions to the growh and strength of New York State in
count| ess recorded and unrecorded ways; and

WHEREAS, Each year, the State of New York officially sets aside tine
to recognize the achievenents and |ives of such exenplary wonen, repre-
sentatives of the wi de-ranging and vital roles wonen have played in the
hi stori c devel opnent of this great Enpire State and its communities; the
theme of this year's commenoration is "Cel ebrati ng Wonen of Character,
Courage, and Commitnent"; and

WHEREAS, Attorney Dr. Esneralda Simmons is a long-tine conmmunity
enpower nent advocate; throughout her illustrious and varied career, she
has consistently epitomzed the values of character, courage, and
commtrment in her unwavering service to her peers, colleagues, and
fellow citizens; and

VWHEREAS, Dr. Esneralda Simons is the founder and Executive Director
of the Center for Law and Social Justice in Brooklyn, New York; a conmmu-
nity-based |egal advocacy and research organization housed at Medgar
Evers College of the City University of New York; and

WHEREAS, The first Deputy Conm ssioner for Human Rights for the State
of New York, Dr. Esneral da Sinmons has denonstrated commitnent to the
cause of racial justice, particularly in the areas of quality public
education for students of color, voting rights, and cultural rights; as
a | eader and advocate she is widely respected for her dedication to
wor ki ng collaboratively, skillfully building coalitions and engagi ng
others in the pursuit of social justice; and

WHEREAS, Dr. Esneralda Simons' inpressive |egal career includes
service as a Cvil R ghts Attorney for the United States Departnent of
Education, work as a New York State Assistant Attorney GCeneral, and a

New York City Assistant Corporation Counsel, as well as service as a | aw
clerk to a federal judge; and

VWHEREAS, Dr. Esneralda Simons is also a woman of faith; her desire
for a better quality of life for all is fueled by her belief in peace,
grounding in African culture, the vision of her ancestors, and respect
for life and cultural diversity; and

WHEREAS, Thi s passi onate advocate al so gives generously of her tinme to
community organi zations; she serves on the boards of the Applied
Research Center, the Fund for Social Change, and the Vallecitos Muntain
Refuge, 1Inc., and also serves as a selection commttee nmenber for
several fellowships and grants for activists, parents, and youth; and

WHEREAS, Throughout the entire period of her service to her comunity,
the State of New York, and the nation, Dr. Esneralda Simons has stood
constant in dignity, good grace and hunor; and

WHEREAS, This Legislative Body is pleased to have this opportunity to
express its highest admration for Dr. Esneral da Simons and to wi sh her
conti nued success in all of her future endeavors; and

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body that when individ-



uals of such noble ains and acconplishnments are brought to our atten-
tion, they should be cel ebrated and recogni zed by all the citizens of
the great State of New York; now, therefore, be it

RESCLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
commend Dr. Esneral da Si mons upon the occasion of being honored in
conjunction wth Wnen's History Month in the State of New York; and be
it further

RESCLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be tran-
smtted to Dr. Esneral da Si nmons.



