LEG SLATI VE RESOLUTI ON conmendi ng El i zabet h Gaynes upon the occasi on of
bei ng honored in conjunction with Winen's History Mnth 2014 in the
State of New York

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body to recogni ze and pay
tribute to those wonen of achievenent within the Enpire State who have
made strong contributions to their conmunities and who inspire others
t hrough their nodel citizenship; and

WHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord with its |[|ong-
standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to conmend
El i zabet h Gaynes upon the occasi on of being honored in conjunction wth
Wnen's History Month 2014 in the State of New York; and

WHEREAS, Wonen of every race, class, and ethnic background have nade
i nval uabl e contributions to the growh and strength of New York State in
count| ess recorded and unrecorded ways; and

WHEREAS, Each year, the State of New York officially sets aside tine
to recognize the achievenents and |ives of such exenplary wonen, repre-
sentatives of the wi de-ranging and vital roles wonen have played in the
hi stori c devel opnent of this great Enpire State and its communities; the
theme of this year's commenoration is "Cel ebrati ng Wonen of Character,
Courage, and Commitnent"; and

WHEREAS, Attorney Elizabeth Gaynes is one of the United States' fore-
nost prisoner justice advocates; throughout her illustrious |ega
career, she has consistently epitom zed the values of character, cour-
age, and conmmtnent in her unwavering service to her peers, colleagues,
and fellow citizens; and

WHEREAS, Elizabeth Gaynes is the Executive Director of the Gsborne
Associ ation, one of the largest multi-service crimnal justice organiza-
tions in the nation; guided by her visionary |eadership for 28 years,
the organi zati on works in collaboration with New York State and New York
City crimnal justice, child welfare and health agencies to provide
i nnovative and successful services to incarcerated individuals, their
children, and their famlies; and

WHEREAS, Elizabeth Gaynes has an abi ding and denonstrated commrtnent
to enhancing the fairness and humanity of the crimnal justice system
she began her | egal career as a crimnal defense attorney working at a
Buffalo law firm and |ater joined the Al bany Law School Legal Assi st-
ance Project, which provided representation on civil Jlegal matters to
men at four New York State prisons; before assum ng the hel mof the
Osborne Associ ation, she was an Associate at the Pretrial Services
Resource Center, now known as the Pretrial Justice Institute, in Wash-
i ngton DC; and

WHEREAS, The wi de-rangi ng scope of Elizabeth Gaynes' work is a strong
i ndi cati on of her astuteness and conpassion; in 1985 she spearheaded the
creation of Fami|ly Wrks, a |ong-running conprehensive parenting program
in a nen's state prison, and she has a | eadership role in the New York
Initiative on Children of Incarcerated Parents, a collaborative system
reform project conmtted to neeting the needs and protecting the rights
of children with parents in prison; and

WHEREAS, Elizabeth Gaynes is wi dely known and has gai ned internationa
recognition for her efforts; in 2004, she, along with her daughter Enani
Davis, was the first Anerican to be nom nated for the prestigious inter-
national award, Wrld's Children's Prize for the Rights of the Child,
for their work defending the children of prisoners; and

WHEREAS, Throughout the entire period of her service to her comunity,
the State of New York, and the nation, Elizabeth Gaynes has stood
constant in dignity, good grace and hunor; and

WHEREAS, This Legislative Body is pleased to have this opportunity to



express its highest adnmration for Elizabeth Gaynes, and to w sh her
conti nued success in all of her future endeavors; and

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body that when individ-
ual s of such noble ainms and acconplishnents are brought to our atten-
tion, they should be celebrated and recognized by all the citizens of
the great State of New York; now, therefore, be it

RESCLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
commend Elizabeth Gaynes upon the occasion of being honored in conjunc-
tion with Wonen's History Month in the State of New York; and be it
further

RESCLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be tran-
smtted to Elizabeth Gaynes.



