LEG SLATI VE RESCLUTI ON honoring Tom O Donnell and Rick Lipka upon the
occasion of their designation for special recognhition as "Heroes of
Par ki nson' s"

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body to recognize that the
quality and character of life in the cormmunities across New York State
are enhanced by the concerned and dedi cated efforts of organizations and
individuals that generously contribute to the welfare of the comunity
and its citizenry; and

WHEREAS, Tom O Donnell and Rick Lipka have given not only of their
time and energies but also of their conpetence, intelligence and | eader-
shi p, and consequently have been designated for special recognition; and

WHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord with its |ong-
standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to honor Tom
O Donnell and Rick Lipka wupon the occasion of their designation for
speci al recognition as "Heroes of Parkinson's"; and

WHEREAS, Tom O Donnell of Depew, New York, was diagnhosed wth
Par ki nson's disease in 1988; Rick Lipka of Wst Seneca, New York, was
di agnosed with the disease in 1998; the two nen | ean on one another to
push each other to remain optimstic and push through barriers brought
on by the disease; and

WHEREAS, Ni cknaned "Batman and Robin" by the Parkinson's conmunity
because of their friendship in overcom ng the di sease, Tom O Donnell and
Rick Lipka want those wth Parkinson's disease to be able to fee
accepted in the workplace and prepare for the future while also being
able to revisit old hobbies and renain active; they are nost known for
reaching out to newly diagnosed patients who need extra support to not
gi ve up; and

WHEREAS,  Tom O Donnell co-founded the Parkinson's Wllness G oup of
Western New York, where Rick Lipka went for support sessions i mediately
foll owi ng his diagnosis; and

WHEREAS, Along with helping individuals diagnosed wth Parkinson's
di sease, Tom O Donnell and Rick Lipka al so assist caregivers and famly
with understanding the needs of the individuals wth Parkinson's
di sease; they assist those with Parkinson's in obtaining adaptive acces-
sories to be able to continue to live life in a simlar manner prior to
di agnosi s; and

WHEREAS, Both Tom O Donnell and Rick Lipka are highly involved in the
Parki nson's Action Network, Parkinson's Disease Foundation, and the
M chael J. Fox Foundation; they are also involved with the continued
devel opnent of the National Parkinson's Foundation of WNY (previously,
the Parkinson's Wl lness Goup of Western New York); and

WHEREAS, On May 18, 2013, Tom O Donnell and Ri ck Lipka were presented
with a "Local Hero" award at the David Phinney Foundation's Victory
Summit based on their nom nations from groups such as the University at
Buf fal o Neurosurgery and University of Rochester Medical Center; and

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body that when individ-
ual s of such noble ainms and acconplishnents are brought to our atten-
tion, they should be recognized by all the citizens of this great Enpire
State; now, therefore, be it

RESCLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
honor Tom O Donnell and Ri ck Li pka upon the occasion of their desig-
nation for special recognition as "Heroes of Parkinson' s"; and be it
further

RESCLVED, That copies of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be tran-
smtted to Tom O Donnell and Ri ck Li pka.



