LEG SLATI VE RESOLUTI ON nenori al i zi ng Governor Andrew M Cuonbp to decl are
June 4, 2013, as Animal Advocacy Day in the State of New York

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body that all living crea-
tures have value and to recogni ze and appreci ate the service, conpanion-
ship, loyalty, unconditional |ove and happiness animals bring to the
lives of New Yorkers; and

WHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord with its |ong-
standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly honored to nenori-
alize Governor Andrew M Cuonp to declare June 4, 2013, as Ani mal Advo-
cacy Day in the State of New York; and

WHEREAS, Aninmals are a bel oved and cherished nmenmber of nmany of our
famlies and play a positive role in the lives of so nmany of New York's
citizens; and

WHEREAS, Pets offer conpanionship in nore than 71 mllion United
States househol ds, and studi es have shown conpani on ani mal s can provi de
a variety of health benefits; and

WHEREAS, Conpani on animals provide confort and assistance to seniors
and people with disabilities; and

WHEREAS, Conpani on animals play an inportant role helping police, fire
departnments, and search and rescue efforts to keep our citizens safe;
and

WHEREAS, Ani mal abuse, cruelty and neglect result in unnecessary pain
and suffering to aninals; and

WHEREAS, Violence against animals is a bridge crinme that can and has
|l ed to violence agai nst people; and

WHEREAS, In 1999, a statewi de petition drive was initiated to help
pass the I|andmark Buster's Law which created the felony category of
"aggravated cruelty to animals,"” punishable by up to two years in prison
and a $5,000 fine; prior to this bill becomng law, animal cruelty
resulted in only msdeneanor penalties, if any charges were inposed at
all; and

WHEREAS, It is vital that we encourage enpathy and conpassion for our
conmpani on aninmals and we provide a voice for those who cannot speak for
t hensel ves; and

WHEREAS, Previous Ani mal Advocacy Day events pronoted the inportance
of increased penalties against the viewing of animal fighting and crim -
nalizing materials and paraphernalia used to train animals for fighting,
and advocating its passage into |law, and

WHEREAS, On June 4, 2013, New York ani mal advocates, supporters, pet
owners, and citizens cone together to support, protect, and acknow edge
all animals' positive contribution to society and the famly of New
York; now, therefore, be it

RESCLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
menorialize Governor Andrew M Cuonop to declare June 4, 2013, as Aninma
Advocacy Day in the State of New York; and be it further

RESCLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be tran-
smtted to The Honorabl e Andrew M Cuonp, CGovernor of the State of New
Yor k.



