LEG SLATI VE RESCOLUTI ON honoring the Cctavo Singers upon the occasion of
cel ebrating their 80th Anniversary

WHEREAS, The State of New York takes great pride in acknow edging
significant mlestones in the distinguished histories of its esteened
entities; and

WHEREAS, Cctavo Singers will celebrate its 80th Anniversary throughout
2013; and

WHEREAS, The chorus was originally formed wth funds through the
federal Wrks Progress Adm nistration (WPA); and

WHEREAS, Menbers enjoyed singing as a way to alleviate the many diffi-
culties of the Great Depression; and

WHEREAS, Wen WPA funds ran out, Cctavo Singers was formed by those
menbers who wi shed to continue singing; and

WHEREAS, There were 50 foundi ng nmenbers of all backgrounds; sone were
prof essionally trai ned singers; and

WHEREAS, The first director of the Cctavo Singers was Gordon Mason,
who | ed the group fromthe 1933-1934 season until the 1969-1970 season;
and

WHEREAS, George G Mdross assuned | eadership until his untinmely death
in 2010; he introduced orchestral acconpaninment to the performances, as
well as I|esser-known works and commissioned conpositions by |oca
conposers Thomas Savoy, Cici Hunt, Joseph Oietas, and Brian Hoffman;
and

VWHEREAS, Curtis Funk has served as director since March of 2011; and

WHEREAS, Octavo Singers has a long and distinguished history of
provi di ng high quality performances for the conmunity; now, therefore,
be it

RESCLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
honor the Cctavo Singers upon the occasion of their 80th Anniversary;
and be it further

RESCLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be tran-
smtted to Curtis Funk, Director, Cctavo Singers.



