LEG SLATI VE RESCOLUTI ON honoring the nmenory of Rabbi M choel Ber Wi ss-
mandl for his efforts in the United States to save the European Jew sh
popul ace during World War |

WHEREAS, From tinme to tine this Legislative Body takes note of certain
extraordi nary individuals of remarkabl e courage and strength of charac-
ter who risked their own |lives for others, and stood with fortitude for
freedom and humanity; and

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body to pay tribute to
the nmenory of individuals of remarkable courage and strength of charac-
ter, whose purposeful lives enbodied the spirit of the principles upon
which this Nation was founded, and who nade their life's work the
support and furtherance of those principles; and

WHEREAS, Attendant to such concerns, and in full accord with its |ong-
standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to honor the
menory of Rabbi M choel Ber Wissmandl in the United States to save the
Eur opean Jew sh popul ace during World War I1; and

WHEREAS, Rabbi M choel Ber Wissnmandl was instrunmental in providing
the United States wth situational awareness of the Jews in Europe,
specifically regarding Auschwitz, the | argest and nost notorious of the
Nazi concentration canp networks, which ultimately led to a halt to the
deportations of the renai ni ng Hungarian Jewy; and

WHEREAS, Rabbi M choel Ber Wissmandl's daring efforts to save the
Jews of Slovakia fromexterm nation at the hands of the Nazis during the
Hol ocaust included helping to establish the "Wrking G oup,"” an under-
ground organi zati on which raised funds to negotiate ransom wth Gernan
and Sl ovakian officials in order to delay nass deportations and, via the
fanmbus Europa Plan, to secure the rel ease of Jews; and

WHEREAS, Rabbi M choel Ber Wi ssnmandl was al so able to snmuggle letters
and telegrans to leaders wth abilities he hoped would hel p save the
Jews of Europe, including President Franklin Delano Roosevelt and
Wnston Churchill and alerting themto the progressive Nazi destruction
of European Jewy; in addition, he provided actionable intel in terns of
where the railroads and crematoriuns shoul d be bonbed; and

WHEREAS, The courage, wi sdom and tenacity of this determ ned nan |laid
the groundwork for several rescue mnmissions, including the Mantello
M ssion, and the Wall enberg M ssion, which freed tens of thousands of
Hungari an Jews; and

WHEREAS, Rabbi M choel Ber Wissmandl's conbined actions, by sone
accounts, has anmounted to being responsible for as nany as two-thirds of
t he Hol ocaust survivors living in Brooklyn; and

WHEREAS, Today, nore than 55 years after his death, the bravery and
willingness of Rabbi Mchoel Ber Wissnmandl to fight for the lives of
his fell ow human beings, and to secure the very existence of future
generations of European Jews, continues to inspire, and is deserving of
t he hi ghest honor by all defenders of freedom and

WHEREAS, This Legislative Body is pleased to have this opportunity to
express its highest admration for Rabbi M choel Ber Wi ssmandl; now,
therefore, be it

RESCLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
honor the nmenory of Rabbi M choel Ber Wissmandl in the United States to
save the European Jew sh popul ace during World War |



