LEG SLATIVE RESCOLUTION nenorializing Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King,
Jr."'s tremendous contributions to civil rights and Anerican society, and
the 29th Anniversary of the national holiday that honors his birth and
achi evement s

WHEREAS, Today we celebrate the life and extraordi nary achi evenents of
one of our nation's nost beloved and influential I|eaders, Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr., and the 29th Anniversary of the holiday that honors
his birth and achi evenents; and

WHEREAS, Martin Luther King, Jr. was born on Tuesday, January 15,
1929, at his famly home in Atlanta, Georgia, and was the first son and
second child born to the Reverend Martin Luther King, Sr., and Alberta
Wl lians King; and

WHEREAS, Martin Luther King, Jr. began his education at the Yonge
Street Elenentary School in Atlanta, Georgia, attended the Atlanta
University Laboratory School and Booker T. Washi ngton Hi gh School, and
was adnmitted to Morehouse Col | ege at the age of 15; and

WHEREAS, At the age of 19, Martin Luther King, Jr. graduated from
Mor ehouse Col |l ege with a Bachel or of Arts degree in Sociology, and three
years later in 1951 was awarded a Bachelor of Divinity degree from Croz-
er Theol ogical Semi nary in Chester, Pennsylvania, where he al so studied
at the University of Pennsylvania, and won several awards for nost
out standi ng student, anong which was the Crozer fellowship for graduate
study at a university of his choice; and

WHEREAS, |In 1951, at the age of 22, Martin Luther King, Jr. began
doctoral studies in Systematic Theol ogy at Boston University, and al so
studied at Harvard University, and at the age of 26, was awarded a
Doct or of Phil osophy degree from Boston University in 1955; and

WHEREAS, During his studies at Boston and Harvard Universities, Dr.
King married the forner Coretta Scott of Marion, Al abama in 1953; and

WHEREAS, Dr. King entered the Christian mnistry and was ordained in
February of 1948 at the age of 19 at Ebenezer Baptist Church, Atlanta,
Georgia, and becane Pastor of the Dexter Avenue Baptist Church of Mont-
gonmery, Alabama, from Septenber of 1954 to Novenber of 1959, when he
resigned to nove honme to Atlanta; and

WHEREAS, Dr. King was el ected president of the Montgonery | nprovenent
Associ ation, the organization which was responsible for the successful
Mont gonery Bus Boycott, which began in 1955 and | asted 381 days; and

WHEREAS, Dr. King was incarcerated many tinmes for his participation in
civil rights activities, was a founder of the Southern Christian Leader-
ship Conference, which he led from 1957 to 1968, and was the |eader of
the 1963 March on Washington for Gvil Rights, which is one of the |arg-
est peaceful denonstrations in Anerican history and is a defining nonment
in this nation's civil rights novenent; and

WHEREAS, Dr. King was honored countless tines for his | eadership of
the United States Civil Rights Myvenent, including his selection by TIM
magazi ne as Mpst Qutstanding Personality of 1957 and Man of the Year of
1963, and his selection by LINK MAGAZI NE of India, the honme of Mahatnma
Gandhi, as one of the sixteen world | eaders who had contri buted the nost
to the advancenent of freedom during 1959; and

WHEREAS, Dr. King's receipt in 1964 of the Nobel Peace Prize, at the
age of 35, nade himthe youngest recipient of that prestigious award,
and one of only three Black Anericans who have received that award,
along with Dr. Ral ph Bunche and President Barack Cbama, whose journey to
beconme President owes no small debt to the journey Dr. King and the
mllions of Americans who wal ked hand in hand with himundertook to end
segregation and rem nd Americans of the great noral underpinnings of our

federal constitution which provides that we are all created equal and of



the incredible power of the American ideal that we all deserve to |ive
in a free and just society; and

WHEREAS, Dr. King was nurdered in Menphis, Tennessee, on April 4,
1968, by Janes Earl Ray, and was nourned by nillions of Anericans of al
ages, races, creeds and colors on the national day of nourning declared
by President Lyndon Johnson; and

WHEREAS, Dr. King's birthday was made into a national holiday in 1986
was first celebrated in all fifty states in the year 2000, and is the
only federal holiday to honor a private Anerican citizen; and

WHEREAS, Dr. King stands in a long line of great Anerican |eaders and
represents the historical culmnation and living enbodi ment of a spirit
of united purpose, rooted in Black African culture and the Anerican
Dream and

WHEREAS, Dr. King taught wus that through non-violence, courage
di spl aces fear; |ove transforns hate; acceptance dissipates prejudice;
and rmutual regard cancels resentnent; and

WHEREAS, Dr. King nanifestly contributed to the cause of America's
freedom his conmtnent to human dignity is visibly mrrored in the
spiritual, economc and political dinmensions of the civil rights nove-
ment; now, therefore, be it

RESCLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
honor the 1life of the Reverend Doctor Martin Luther King, Jr., whose
untinmely death robbed America of his | eadership at too early a date, and
whose deeds and words transformed America and live in our homes, schools
and public institutions to this day, continuing to inspire the mllions
of Anericans whose |ives of purpose and achi evenent m ght not have been
possible but for Dr. King's |leadership and the exanples set by the
mllions of Anericans who joined himin one of the great noral crusades
of the 20th century; and be it further

RESCLVED, That this Legislative Body calls upon its nenbers and all
New Yorkers to observe the day of Dr. King's birth as a day of service
to our famly, friends, neighbors and those Iless fortunate than
ourselves, and to noral causes greater than ourselves, and to the G eat
State of New York, in keeping with the ideals of the national Martin
Luther King Day of Service, which was started by former Pennsyl vania
state Senator Harris Wfford and, Congressman John Lewis, from Atlanta,
Georgia, who co-authored the King Holiday and Service Act, signed into
| aw by President Bill Cinton in 1994; and be it further

RESCLVED, That copies of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be tran-
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smtted to the famly of Dr. King and to the King Center in Atlanta.



