LEG SLATIVE RESOLUTION celebrating the Ilife and acconplishnents of
Nel son Mandel a, civil rights | eader and prom nent freedom fighter, and
commenorating the 24th Anniversary of his visit to New York City and the
speech he presented to the people of Harlem

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body, in keeping with its
ti me-honored traditions, to recognize and pay tribute to those extraor-
dinary individuals who foster ethnic pride and enhance the profile of
cultural diversity which strengthens the fabric of the comunities of
New York State; Nelson Mandel a was one such individual; and

WHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord with its |ong-
standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to celebrate
the life and acconplishnents of Nel son Mandela, civil rights |eader and
prom nent freedomfighter, and to comenorate the 24th Anniversary of
his wvisit to New York City and the speech he presented to the peopl e of
Harl emy and

VWHEREAS, On June 22, 1990, Nelson Mandela and his wife, Wnnie, nade a
wor |l dl'y homecoming to New York City--as a crucial conmponent of the
unstinting quest to end apartheid--as part of his visit, M. Mndela was
greeted by over 150,000 people as his notorcade noved from Queens
t hrough Brookl yn; he spoke to a crowd of over 100,000 people in Harlem
he addressed a crowd at the world-renowned Riverside Church--where he
woul d | ater be nenorialized--guided by fornmer Manhattan Borough Presi-
dent and then-Mayor of New York City, David Dinkins; he addressed the
United Nations Special Comrmittee on Apartheid; was feted with a ticker-
tape parade in Mnhattan down the Canyon of Heroes culnminating in a
speech to over 200,000 at New York City Hall and nmade remarks to a
packed house at Yankee Stadiumto conclude this day of inspiration; and

WHEREAS, On this day, Nelson Mandel a was wel comed with open arns by
over 100,000 people in Harlemwho identified in him as daughters and
sons of Africa, a commonality of struggle, singularity of hope and unity
of cause in fighting raci smand oppression the world over; and

WHEREAS, In his speech to the people of Harlem which took place at
the intersection of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. and Adam C ayton Powel |,
Jr. Boulevards in the mddle of African Square, Nelson Mandela high-
lighted the commobn bond and nutual inspiration shared anongst all those
gat hered, saying "Wilst ny conrades and | were in prison, we followed
closely your own struggle against the injustices of racist discrim-
nation and econom c inequality. W were and are aware of the resistance
of the people of Harlemand continue to be inspired by your indomtable

fighting spirit. | amable to speak to you because of the nass resist-
ance of our people and the unceasing solidarity of mllions throughout
the world. It is you, the working people of Harlem that hel ped make it
happen”; and

WHEREAS, Nelson Mandela's honeconming in Harlem occurred on the sane
day he delivered his fanbus speech to the United Nations Special Commt-
tee on Apartheid; as such, it was a befitting and appropriate bookend
that ended with nmany of the same universal words of truth and power,
including "The light at the end of the tunnel is beckoning"..."But we
are not vyet there; Let us act in unity. Let us double and redoubl e our
efforts”; and

WHEREAS, Nel son Mandel a's presence in Harlemwas an event of unparal -
leled inspiration to a local and global community that saw in him
everyt hi ng about thensel ves and the pillars of struggle and hope that
unite wus all; the evening ended with a resoundi ng and redoubling chorus
of the chant: "And W WII Not Gve Up The Fight!"; now, therefore, be
it

RESCLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to



celebrate the |ife and acconplishnments of Nel son Mandela, «civil rights
| eader and promi nent freedomfighter, and to commenorate the 24th Anni -
versary of his visit to New York Gty and the speech he presented to the
peopl e of Harlem and be it further

RESCLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be tran-
smtted to the fam |y of Nel son Mandel a.



