LEG SLATI VE RESCLUTION comenorating the 40th Anniversary of Earl W
Brydges Artpark, located in H storic Lew ston, New York

WHEREAS, The arts, in whatever form depicted, are central to human
expression; they are truly a universal |anguage and their contribution
to the devel opnent of friendship and understanding anong all peoples
cannot be underesti mated; and

WHEREAS, The history, the heritage, and the lives of the people of al
countries and all cultures are portrayed in their nusic and dance; the
art and act of sharing themenriches us altogether; and

WHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord with its |[|ong-
standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to conmem
orate the 40th Anniversary of Earl W Brydges Artpark, to be celebrated
Thur sday, July 25, 2012; and

WHEREAS, Artpark is situated on 150 scenic acres overl ooking the
Ni agara Ri ver Gorge and presents a summer-long schedule of theater,
visual and performng arts progranmm ng, outdoor concerts, famly activ-
ities and special events; and

WHEREAS, A National Historic Landmark site since 1998, Artpark is
| ocated on picturesque land, rich in both Native American history, and
pi oneer and early American history; approximtely 12,000 years ago the
majestic N agara Falls began to work its way upriver fromthis site to
its current |ocation; and

WHEREAS, In July of 1974, Artpark's Mainstage Theater opened on |and
that was once the Lower Landing of the nine mle N agara Portage; and

VWHEREAS, Offering visitors an inspiring blend of nature and art, the
m ssion of Artpark is to provide art education and progranm ng, nurture
and develop the talents of visual and performng artists, provide vol un-
t eer experiences in the arts, and present high quallty theatre
producti on and concert events that offer entertainment, as well as
cultural enrichnment; and

WHEREAS, Each summer, Artpark presents an exciting variety of Broadway
Musi cal s, special events, and headliner concerts in the 2,400 seat Mi n-
st age Theater and adjacent lawn; the outdoor anphitheater hosts
festivals including the popular "Tuesday in the Park™ sunmer concert
series, Free Famly Saturdays, unique canps for children, and free art
activities for thousands of fanmilies each sunmer; and

WHEREAS, In its 11 year existence, Artpark's award-w nning "Tuesday in
the Park" concert series has surpassed all other Western New York region
programnms, sumrer events, festivals or nusic series, in the quality of
performances and the annual growth in attendance; and

WHEREAS, Artpark has received nunmerous awards and accol ades, sone of
whi ch include Best Qutdoor Misic Venue, Best Miusic Series, Best Public
Party Venue, Most Exciting Concert Series in Wstern New York, and Best
Qut door Concert Event; and

WHEREAS, In addition, Artpark received a Trailblazer Award in 2009
fromThe Arts Council of Buffalo & Erie County, in recognition of excel-

| ence, innovation, and achievenents in the Western New York Arts and
Cultural Community, in addition to denonstrating | eadership and progres-
sive thinking that has resulted in substantial organizational inprove-
ment; and

WHEREAS, Furthernore, a two-tine winner of the Niagara R ver Region
Chanber of Commerce Chairman's Award, Artpark received the 2008 Communi -
ty Advocate of the Year Award by the Ni agara USA Chanber of Conmerce,
and the 2012 Anmherst Chanber of Conmerce Sponsor Award for outstanding
service to the Western New York region; and

WHEREAS, Artpark President, George Gsborne, was naned one of Business
First's Mst Influential People in 2012, and Business First's Power 200



Most Influential People in 2013; and

WHEREAS, Artistic and cultural activities help people to lift their
m nds away fromtheir daily routines and live a fuller Iife through
their appreciation of «creativity; and the creative energy of the arts
can translate into increased enploynent opportunities and the stinu-
| ation of community and regi onal businesses and econonic activity; and

WHEREAS, A true asset to society, Earl W Brydges Artpark's distin-
gui shed record nmerits the recognition and respectful tribute of this
Legi sl ative Body; now, therefore, be it

RESCLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
commenorate the 40th Anniversary of Earl W Brydges Artpark; and be it
further

RESCLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be tran-
smtted to George Gsbhorne, President of Earl W Brydges Artpark.



