LEG SLATI VE RESCOLUTI ON comenorating the designating of a portion of a
| ocal road, state Route 375 | eading into Wodstock, New York, as Levon
Hel m Menori al Boul evard

WHEREAS, It is the sense of +this Legislative Body to recognize and
commend those individuals who have brought entertainment and cultura
enrichment to the citizens of the great State of New York; and

WHEREAS, The arts, in whatever formdepicted, are central to human
expression; they are truly a universal |anguage and their contribution
to the developnment of friendship and understandi ng anong all peoples
cannot be underestimated; and

WHEREAS, This Legislative Body is justly proud to comenorate the
designating of a portion of a local road, state Route 375 |leading into
Whodst ock, as Levon Hel m Menori al Boul evard; and

WHEREAS, Wbodst ock, New York, resident and | ongtinme nenber of The Band
whose di stingui shed nusic career spanned nore than five decades, Levon
Hel m died on Thursday, April 19, 2012, at the age of 71; and

VWHEREAS, A Dbrilliant nusician and a beautiful soul, Leon Hel mwas a
four-time Gramy Award wi nner and a nmenber of the Rock and Roll Hall of
Fane; he was an acconplished singer, drumrer and mandolin player; and

VWHEREAS, |n addition, Levon Hel mwas a successful actor, acclainmed for

his roles in "Coal Mner's Daughter,” "The R ght Stuff," and other
films; his performance of "The Night They Drove A d D xie Down" at the
fambus 1976 concert, "The Last Wltz" is preserved for posterity in

Martin Scorsese's 1978 docunentary film and

WHEREAS, Levon Helm s nusical career is anong the nost-storied in
nodern Anerican nusic, filled with sone striking paradoxes: The Band,
with which he made the indelible mark for which he will always be renem
bered, took rock music back to its nobst distinctively Anerican place,
yet he was the group's only Anerican nmenber; Hel mwas a rural Arkansan,
and grew up in the Mssissippi Delta, yet he enbraced New York's Hudson
Val l ey as his hone; and

WHEREAS, Levon Hel mwon a renarkable three G amry Awards in five years
for albunms: "Dirt Farmer” in 2007; "Electric Dirt" in 2009, and "Ranbl e
at the Ryman" in 2011; and

WHEREAS, In 1998, Levon Hel mwas di agnosed with throat cancer and the
fanmbus voice wth the rich southern nuances was silenced to a whisper;
he still played the drums, mandolin and harnonica, often performng with
hi s daughter, Amy Helm also a vocalist and instrunmentalist; a great
enotional support to her father during this tinme, Anmy appeared with him
regularly at Levon Hel m Studi os; and

WHEREAS, M racul ously, Levon Helms voice slowy returned; he felt
confortable enough to sing again live, and with imagi nati on and vi sion,
he concei ved The M dni ght Ranbl e Sessions, a series of live performances
at Levon Hel m Studios in Wodstock; naned for the traveling minstre
shows of his youth, the first M dnight Ranble was held in January, 2004,
and

WHEREAS, Levon Helmwas very much a part of the Wodstock, New York,
and Hudson Val |l ey conmunity; and

WHEREAS, It is the practice of this Legislative Body that the quality

of life of the citizens of the State of New York is greatly enriched by
its exceptional cultural, educational and recreational institutions, as
well as the individuals of remarkable integrity and character whose

endeavors have enhanced the quality of life for the citizens of this
great Enpire State; now, therefore, be it

RESCLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
commenorate the designating of a portion of a local road, state Route

375 |leading into Wodstock, New York, as Levon Hel m Menori al Boul evard,;



and be it further
RESCLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be tran-
smtted to the famly of Levon Helm



