LEG SLATI VE RESCOLUTI ON honoring Sonia Wagner upon the occasion of her
designation as recipient of the Edgar Francis (Eddie) Reed Annua
Sui ci de Prevention, Advocacy and Leadership Award

WHEREAS, Individuals who give of their tinme and energi es and serve the
best interests of their communities are an asset beyond renunerati on and
cannot be sufficiently extolled; and

WHEREAS, Soni a Wagner has given not only of her tine and energies but
al so of her conpetence, intelligence and | eadership and consequently has
been designated for special recognition; and

WHEREAS, This Legislative Body is justly proud to honor Sonia Wagner
upon the occasion of her designation as recipient of the Edgar Francis
(Eddi e) Reed Annual Suicide Prevention, Advocacy and Leadership Award;
and

WHEREAS, May is Mental Health Awareness Month in the State of New
York; therefore, it is fitting during this particular time to recognize
the civic endeavors of those remarkabl e individuals who have been call ed
upon to contribute their tine and talents to increasing awareness of
mental health conditions and to supporting the nental wellness of all
and

WHEREAS, Naned in honor of Edgar Francis Reed, who took his own life
at the age of 17, the Edgar Francis (Eddie) Reed Annual Suicide
Prevention, Advocacy and Leadership Award recognizes individuals who
have denonstrated exceptional work in suicide prevention and advocacy
and who have di splayed the courage to | ead others to be the voices of
sui ci de prevention; and

WHEREAS, This vyear's recipient, Sonia Wagner, is the Executive Vice
President of the Mental Health Association of Rockland County; and

WHEREAS, Suicide is the third | eading cause of death in the United
St at es, anong young adults and adol escents, 15 to 24 years of age; and

WHEREAS, Over 150,000 New York State teenagers attenpt suicide each
year; and

WHEREAS, Depressive disorders are consistently the nobst preval ent
di sorders anpong adol escent suicide victins; and

WHEREAS, Sustained prevention actions including enhancing support
systens for vul nerable youth, inplenmenting case finding with acconpany-
ing referral and treatnent, developing risk reduction plans and enhanc-
ing protective factors can save lives; and

WHEREAS, CQur youth nust be given every opportunity to survive and be
hopeful for a future as an adult; and

WHEREAS, Last vyear, wth the blessings of MA and the financia
support of the New York State Office of Mental Health, Sonia Wgner
hel ped launch and chaired a new Countyw de suicide prevention task
force; the task force included representatives fromthe veteran, hospi-
tal, nonprofit, LGBTQ and governnent comrunities; and

WHEREAS, One of the primary gaps in service that the task force iden-
tified was training in when and how to ask peopl e about suicidal think-
ing; so, the task force hosted a series of evidence-based suicide
prevention trainings to gatekeepers and non-clinical staff, one of which
was dedicated to residential prograns; and

WHEREAS, |n addition, Sonia Wagner has advocated for MHA to support
the veteran comunity and in July of 2013, the agency will launch a
support group for significant others of veterans wth chil dcare
provi ded; and

WHEREAS, A licensed clinical social worker with Masters degrees in
soci al work and managenent, Soni a Wagner has served as executive direc-

tor of two nonprofits - Jewish Fanmly Service of Orange County and
Response of Suffol k County; and



WHEREAS, Under her | eadership, Response becane nationally accredited
for its suicide prevention/crisis intervention hotline; in this capaci-
ty, Sonia Wagner also initiated an online crisis intervention program
for teens who prefer "chatting" to tal king; and

WHEREAS, Years after her tenure, these prograns continue to help tens
of thousands of individuals feeling alone to connect to another person
and find help; a strong ally of LGTQ rights, Sonia Wgner brought
Jewish Fanmily Service into a new arena and the agency started a P-FLAG
(Parents and Friends of Lesbians and Gays) support group, offered
prograns to educate schools in their efforts to support LGBTQ youth, and
hosted discussion groups for teachers and others working with young
peopl e; and

WHEREAS, Suicide prevention was at the core of all of these efforts as
recent studies have found that the vast majority of LGBTQ youth are
bullied and at greatly elevated risk for suicide attenpts; and

WHEREAS, Sonia Wagner is a strong believer in volunteerismand has
volunteered as a reader to the visually inpaired, a stable assistant at
an equestrian therapeutic school, a painter for Habitat for Humanity,
and an adoption coordinator for an aninmal shelter; and

WHEREAS, WMHA Rockl and, as a nonprofit helping children and adults for
nore than 60 years to overcone significant chall enges and enbrace life,
has strongly supported Sonia Wagner's pronotion of suicide prevention
both within the agency and for the community as a whol e; and

WHEREAS, Throughout the entire period of her conmunity service, a
period of constructive involvenment, Sonia Wagner has stood constant in
di gnity, good grace and hunor; and

WHEREAS, Rare indeed is the inpressive dedication shown by an individ-
ual for the benefit of others which Sonia Wagner has di spl ayed t hrough-
out her life; and

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body that when individ-
uals of such noble ains and acconplishnments are brought to our atten-
tion, they should be cel ebrated and recogni zed by all the citizens of
this great Enpire State; now, therefore, be it

RESCLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
honor Soni a Wagner upon the occasion of her designation as recipient of
the Edgar Francis (Eddie) Reed Annual Suicide Prevention, Advocacy and
Leadership Award; and be it further

RESCLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be tran-
smtted to Sonia Wagner.
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