LEG SLATI VE RESCLUTI ON comenorating the 202nd | ndependence Day of the
Bol i vari an Republic of Venezuela on July 5, 2013

WHEREAS, The Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela is the site of the first
per mmnent Spani sh settlenent in South Anerica -- Nuevo Tol edo -- estab-
lished in 1522; and

WHEREAS, While it was the first pernmanent settlenent, it was also one
of the nost negl ected as Spain sought nore profitable resources such as
silver and gold from other areas of the Anericas; and

WHEREAS, Riots, uprisings, rebellions and insurrections were conmpn
during the 16th Century through the 19th Century as Spani sh rul e proved
to be overly oppressive and exploitive of the people native to Venezue-
l a; and

WHEREAS, In 1810, while Napoleon continued to wage war upon Spain
under Ferdinand VII, Venezuel an revol utionaries began a revolution to
wi n i ndependence from Spain; and

WHEREAS, April 19, 1810, nmarked the start of the revolution for Vene-
zuel an | ndependence; on that day, a forceful dism ssal of Spanish Gener-
al Captain Vincente Enparan was followed by the establishment of the
Junta of Caracas; and

WHEREAS, On April 19, 1811, Venezuel an | ndependence was procl ai med by
t he Junta; and

WHEREAS, The Decl aration of |ndependence was signed on July 5, 1811,
and a congress was assenbled with the purpose of witing a Constitution
for the new republic; and

WHEREAS, Sovereignty of Venezuela was attained in 1821, under the
| eadership of Sinon Bolivar, one of the nost celebrated individuals in
Venezuel a and Latin America; and

WHEREAS, Bolivar is revered by many as a revolutionary hero, vision-
ary, and liberator; he freed not only Venezuel a but what are today Boli -
via, Col onbia, Ecuador, Panama and Peru; and

WHEREAS, The Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela did not officially form
until 1830 after a separation from G an Colonbia in 1830, followi ng the
resignation and untinely death of Sinmon Bolivar; and

WHEREAS, Many Venezuel ans have nmade New York their home, and this
Legi slative Body is justly proud to thank the Venezuelan people for
their contributions to this great Enpire State; now, therefore, be it

RESCLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
commenorate the 202nd | ndependence Day of the Bolivarian Republic of
Venezuel a on July 5, 2013; and be it further

RESCLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be tran-
smtted to the Consul ate General of Venezuela in New York.



