LEG SLATI VE RESCOLUTI ON conmenorating 192 years of Guatemal a's | ndepend-
ence from Spain on Septenber 15, 2013

WHEREAS, Cuatenala sits at the heart of what was the Mayan civilization
until 1523, when the Spani sh conqui stadores arrived and began col oni zi ng
t he new worl d; and

WHEREAS, Guatenala becanme a |arge producer of tobacco, sugar cane,
cocoa and agave products harvested and prepared for export by the
ensl aved Mayans and Africans; and

WHEREAS, The first <colonial <capital, G udad Vieja, was ruined by
fl oods and an earthquake in 1542; survivors founded Antigua, the second
capital, in 1543; and

WHEREAS, Antigua was destroyed by two earthquakes in 1773; the
remnants of its Spanish colonial architecture have been preserved as a
national nonunent; the third capital, Guatemala Cty, was founded in
1776; and

WHEREAS, Cuatemal a was a Spani sh colony for nearly 300 years, before
gaining its independence on Septenber 15, 1821; and

WHEREAS, Guatenala was quickly annexed by Mexico until July of 1823,
when it joined the United Provinces of Central Anerica until a civil war
| asting from 1838-1840 tore the nations apart; and

WHEREAS, Cuatemala's Rafael Carrera was instrunental in leading the
revolt against the federal governnent and breaking apart the Uni on and
t hus was President of Guatemala on two occasions; and

WHEREAS, This Legislative Body is justly proud to honor and thank the
many Quat enal ans and CGuat enmal an- Aneri cans who have cone to New York in
pursuit of a better |ife and have made so nany contributions to our
State; now, therefore, be it

RESCLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
commenorate 192 years of Guatemal a's | ndependence from Spain on Septem
ber 15, 2013; and be it further

RESCLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be tran-
smtted to Anrbassador Oscar Padilla Lam Consul General of Cuatenal a.



