LEG SLATI VE RESOLUTI ON conmenorating the 150th Anniversary of the Enman-
ci pation Procl amation

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body to comrenorate signif-
i cant events which represent turning points in our wunique history and
which are indelibly etched in the saga of our great Nation; and

WHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord with its |ong-
standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to conmem
orate the 150th Anniversary of the Emanci pation Proclamation; and

WHEREAS, On January 1, 1863, Abraham Lincoln presided over the annua
White House New Year's reception; late that afternoon, he retired to his
study to sign the Emanci pation Proclamation; and

WHEREAS, The Emanci pation Procl anmati on arose from nany causes and was
the work of many individuals; it began at the outset of the Gvil War,
when sl aves sought refuge behind Union |lines, and did not end until
Decenber 1865, with the ratification of the 13th Amendment, which irre-
vocabl y abolished sl avery throughout the nation; and

WHEREAS, A crucial turning point in history, the Enmancipation Procla-
mati on enbodi ed a doubl e emanci pation: for the slaves, since it ensured
that if the Union energed victorious, slavery would perish, and for
Abraham Lincoln hinmself, for whom it nmarked the abandonnent of his
previ ous assunpti ons about how to abolish slavery and the role blacks
woul d play in post-emancipation Anerican |ife; and

WHEREAS, The Emancipation Proclamati on narked a dramatic transforna-
tion in the nature of the GCivil War and in Abraham Lincoln's own
approach to the problem of slavery, as no |longer did he seek the consent
of slave hol ders; and

WHEREAS, Wt hin the Emanci pation Proclamation, Abraham Lincoln
addressed bl acks directly, not as property subject to the wll of
ot hers, but as men and wonen whose | oyalty the Union nust earn; and

VWHEREAS, For the first time, Abraham Lincoln wel coned bl ack sol diers
into the Union Arny; over the next two years sone 200,000 black nen
would serve in the Arnmy and Navy, playing a critical role in achieving
Uni on victory; and

WHEREAS, Abraham Lincoln also urged freed slaves to go to work for
reasonabl e wages in the United States; and

WHEREAS, From the first days of the Gvil War, slaves had acted to
secure their own liberty; the Emancipation Proclanmation confirmed their
i nsi stence that the war for the Union nust becone a war for freedom and

WHEREAS, The Enanci pati on Procl amati on added noral force to the Union
cause and strengthened the Union both militarily and politically, as a
mlestone along the road to slavery's final destruction, the Enmanci pa-
tion Proclamation has assuned a place anong the great docunents of human
freedom now, therefore, be it

RESCLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
commenorate the 150th Anniversary of the Emanci pation Procl anati on.



