LEG SLATIVE RESOLUTION nenorializing Governor Andrew M Cuonp to
procl ai m Sept enber 2013 as Atrial Fibrillation Anareness Mnth in the
State of New York

WHEREAS, It is the customof this Legislative Body to recognize officia
nonths that are set aside to increase awareness of serious illnesses
that affect the lives of citizens of New York State; and

WHEREAS, Attendant to such concern, and in full accord with its |[|ong-
standing traditions, this Legislative Body is justly proud to nenorial -
i ze Governor Andrew M Cuonpb to proclaim Septenber 2013 as Atrial
Fibrillation Awareness Month in the State of New York; and

WHEREAS, Atrial fibrillation, the nost conmon type of irregular heart-
beat, consists of two types, nonval vul ar AF and val vul ar AF; and

WHEREAS, Nonval vul ar AF (NVAF), which nakes up approxi mately 95% of
AF, is estimated to affect 5.8 mllion people in the United States; and

WHEREAS, | ndividuals with NVAF have five tinmes greater risk of stroke
and approxi mately 15% of strokes are due to NVAF;, and

WHEREAS, Stroke is a prevalent cardi ovascul ar di sease and i nposes a
tremendous cost to victinse and their fanmilies, the health care system
and society at |large; and

WHEREAS, Stroke is the fourth |eading cause of death as well as a
| eadi ng cause of long-termdisability in the United States; it accounted
for 1 in every 19 deaths in 2009; and

VWHEREAS, |n 2010, the total cost of cardiovascular diseases in the
United States was estimated to be $444 billion; treatnment of these
di seases accounts for about $1 of every $6 spent on health care in our
nation; and

WHEREAS, As the United States popul ation ages, it is likely that the
econoni ¢ i npact of cardi ovascul ar di seases on our nation's health care
systemw || becone even greater; and

VWHEREAS, NVAF alone is estimated to cost $6.65 billion per year; near-
ly 75% of the <costs of NVAF represent the direct and indirect costs
associated with hospitalization; and

WHEREAS, | ncreased awareness and coordi nation anong all stakehol ders,
including federal and state governnents, providers, patient groups,
nmedi cal researchers, community | eaders and organi zati ons, the public and
busi nesses, are critical to pronote the diagnosis and treatnment of atri-
al fibrillation; now, therefore, be it

RESCLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
nmenori al i ze Governor Andrew M Cuonp to procl ai m Septenber 2013 as Atri -
al Fibrillation Awareness Mnth in the State of New York; and be it
further

RESCLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be tran-
smtted to The Honorabl e Andrew M Cuonp, CGovernor of the State of New
Yor k.



