LEG SLATIVE RESOLUTION nenorializing Governor Andrew M Cuonp to
proclaimMay 12-19, 2013, as Fi bronyal gia Anareness Wek in the State of
New Yor k

WHEREAS, An estimated 10 mllion people in the United States, six to
ei ght percent of the population, and mllions of people worldw de have
been di agnosed with Fi bronyalgia, an illness for which there is no known
cause or cure; and

WHEREAS, A chronic syndronme that is increasing at alarmng rates,
Fi bronyal gi a causes debilitating fatigue and chronic pain in wonen, nen,
and children of all ethnicities; and

WHEREAS, Patients wth Fibronyalgia often have to learn to live with
wi despread pain throughout their bodies, extrene fatigue, sleep disor-
ders, stiffness and weakness, m grai ne headaches, nunbness and tingling,
and i npairnent of nenory and concentration; and

WHEREAS, It often takes an average of five years to receive a diagno-
sis of Fibronyalgia, and nedical professionals frequently are inade-
quately educated regarding the diagnhosis and treatnent of Fibronyal gia;
and

WHEREAS, | ncreased awareness and expanded know edge of the realities
of life wth Fibronyalgia will allowthe community at |large to better
support people who struggle with the challenges of this chronic pain
di sorder; and

WHEREAS, A nonprofit charitable organization, the National Fibronyal -
gia and Chronic Pain Association has joined together with other groups
around the country, including the International Institute For Hunman
Enmpower ment, Inc., based in New York State, to pronote Fibronyalgia
awar eness and support, including inproved education, diagnosis, research
and treatnent; and

WHEREAS, The International Institute For Hunman Enpowernent is the
sponsor of various Fibronyal gi a awareness events, as well as, the Sel ect
Enmpower nent Semi nar report: "Fibronyal gia: Awareness, Advocacy, and
Action," encouragi ng the medical conmunity, patients, enployers, govern-
ment health and human rights agencies, educators, and caregivers, to
wor k together to support and inprove the |ives of Fibronyal gia patients;
and

WHEREAS, The Neurosci ences Departnent of Albany Medical Center in
Al bany, New York, conducts nedical research and provides continuing
nmedi cal education for physicians and other healthcare providers in
Fi bronyal gi a; and

WHEREAS, Physicians and researchers fromthe Neurosci ences Depart nent
of Al bany Medical Center, including Charles E. Argoff, MD.; Janes P
Wnmer, MD., Ph.D;, Frank L. Rice, Ph.D.; and Phillip J. Al brecht, Ph.D.
have obtai ned research results for Fibronyal gia which have been recently
publ i shed, and will have inplications for the future treatnent of Fibro-
nmyal gi a; and

WHEREAS, The Neurosciences Departnent of Al bany Medical Center wll
provi de outreach to patients and caregivers by working wth organiza-
tions such as the International Institute for Human Enpowernent, |nc.
to educate the conmunity about their Fibronyal gia research results, and
the potential inpact for inproving the quality of life for Fibromnyal gia
patients; and

WHEREAS, The conmunity's focus on Fibronyalgia and its inpact on
patients' |ives will help guarantee hope for a better future for people
wi th Fi bronyal gi a; and

WHEREAS, This Legislative Body recogni zes the needs of those chron-
ically ill people who suffer fromFibronyal gia, and urges all of out

citizens to support the search for a cure and assist those individuals



and famlies who deal with this devastating syndrome on a daily basis;
now, therefore, be it

RESCLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
menori al i ze Governor Andrew M Cuonp to proclaim My 12-19, 2013, as
Fi bronyal gi a Anareness Wek in the State of New York; and be it further

RESCLVED, That copies of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be tran-
smtted to The Honorable Andrew M Cuonpb, Governor of the State of New
York; the International Institute For Human Enpowernent, Inc. The
Neur osci ences Departnment of Al bany Medical Center; and the Nati onal
Fi bronyal gi a and Chroni c Pain Association.



