LEG SLATI VE RESCOLUTI ON conmenorating the 100th Anniversary of Big Cross
Street Elenentary School in Gens Falls, New York

WHEREAS, It is the sense of this Legislative Body to recognize and
commend institutions of conmtnent and hi gh achi evenment whose purpose
and endeavor have been dedicated to the pursuit of excellence in the
education of the children of the State of New York; and

WHEREAS, This Legislative Body is proud to commenorate the 100th Anni -
versary of Big Cross Street Elenentary School in dens Falls, New York
and

WHEREAS, The m ssion of the Aens Falls Gty School District is to
provi de a safe, positive and stinulating environment -- one that fosters
sel f-growth, a passion for continuous |earning, confidence and the abil -
ity to succeed in a changing world; the District also pronotes excel -
| ence through high expectations and evolving standards for students,
staff, parents and the community; in addition, the primary focus is to
reach one's personal best while respecting each person's individuality;
and

WHEREAS, In the spring of 1911, the Gens Falls Cty School District
Board of Education and Superintendent Elbert W Giffith decided to
construct a three-room school on Big Cross Street; Mss Ruth V. Riley
served as the first Principal of Big Cross Street Elenmentary School when
it opened in the fall of 1912; and

WHEREAS, M ss Riley also taught first grade at Big Cross Street
El ementary School; two other teachers were enployed at the schoo
including Mary E. Mead and G ace M Rice, who taught first and second
grades, and third and fourth grades, respectively; and

WHEREAS, The schools of a conmunity reflect the character and val ues
of that community; the residents, school officials, parents, faculty and
students of Big Cross Street Elenentary School nmay, on the occasion of
its 100th Anniversary, take just pride inits history of quality in
| eader shi p, teachi ng, achi evenent and conmunity support; and

WHEREAS, Throughout its history, Big Cross Street Elenentary Schoo
has expanded its facilities and enrollnent; ground was broken in the
spring of 1997 for a new nultinedia center (a new library adjoining a
computer lab), five new classroons and an extension to the gym along
wi th many updat ed mechani cal inprovenents; in the early 2000s, the Big
Cross PTA raised funds to build the new playground, which is in current
use today; and

WHEREAS, Having attended Big Cross Street Elenentary School as a
child, M. Debbie Hall has ably served as its Principal since 2008; she
currently leads 53 faculty and staff nenbers who serve nearly 250
students in grades K-4; and

WHEREAS, Big Cross Street Elenentary School is proudly aware of its

di stingui shed past; eager to fulfill its comrtnent to parents, students
and community; and planning with vision and purpose for the ebb and
swell of growth and change it will encounter in the years to come; now,

therefore, be it

RESCLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
honor and comrend Big Cross Street El enentary School upon the auspicious
occasion of its 100th Anniversary; and be it further

RESCLVED, That a copy of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be tran-
smtted to Debbie Hall, Principal of the Big Cross Street Elenentary
School in Gens Falls, New York



